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JOSHUA H. HUNTER 1849-1909

Researched, compiled and contributed by Lincoln Keen, 8904 Ola
Ave., Tampa, Fl. 33604,

Joshua H. Hunter, my maternal grandfather, was born in Febru-
ary of 1849, in Suwannee County, Florida. His parents, John A. and
Mary Hunter, were originally from South Carolina, but the 1860 cen-
sus showed them and their ten children living in Suwannee County,
Florida., Only three of these children are known to have come as
far south -as Polk and Hillsborough Counties. These are Elizabeth
Hunter, Joshua H, Hunter, and James T. Hunter. Elizabeth married
John L. McClelland and lived in Polk County. Joshua lived in Polk
County for some time and settled in Hillsborough County in 1871,
James also settled in Hillsborough County in 1891,

Joshua H. Hunter married Sarah Ann Ellen McClelland in Polk
County in August of 1871, Sarah Ann Ellen's parents were John L.
McClelland and Winnie Vickers Tanner. Four months later, in De-
cember of that year, they established their residence in Hills-
borough County on a 39.57 acre tract of land which Joshua planned
to homestead. This land was in a small community called Welcome,
but Joshua gave his post office address as Keysville, Florida. On
his homestead application to establish his residence on the land,
Joshua said that the improvements he had made at that time were
the clearing and fencing of some of the land and a log house he
had built., He valued these improvements at $25,00, This land
was partly covered with timber and part was hammock land and it
~was very good for farming.

Joshua worked hard clearing this new land, fencing and cul-
tivating it, farming, and raising his family, for twelve years
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