2nd Regiment, Dancy's Florida Mounted Militia, He was mustered-in
at Lancaster, East Florida on November 29, 1840 and mustered-out
on March 6, 1841, He rejoined the same company on March 6, 1841
at Lancaster and was mustered-out on April 10, 1841 at Little River,
East Florida.

~ James was 1living in Jacksonville, Florida in 1843 where his
son, Perry Owen Keen, was born., They later moved back to Alligator
(now Lake City) in Columbia County where they were listed in the
1850 Census,., Assilla Keen died in 1836, It is not known where
she is buried, In 1859, James Keen and the children moved to south
Florida settling several miles south of Bartow in Hillsborough
County (later Polk County)., It was hard enough in the pre-Civil
War period for a couple to raise a family, but a man having the
burden to be mother & father to a large family was extra difficult,

~ So, on February 2, 1860, James married Mrs, Elizabeth Whidden

Whittamore, widow of William Whidden and widow of Aaron Whittamore
(see sketch on William Whidden in this issue). She was born in
Bryan County, Georgia on February 15, 1820, When Polk County was
created in 1861, they were cut off in the new county.

James had been a member of the Salem Primitive Baptist Church
near Lake City and when he came to south Florida, he transferred
his membership to Mount Enon Primitive Baptist Church near Plant
City. Mrs, Elizabeth Keen was also a member of Mount Enon., In
July of 1871, James & others from Mount Enon organized the Beth-
lehem Church near Brewster. He was one of the earliest pastors
of that Church,

James M, Keen died on September 29, 1885 and was buried at
Mount Clive Cemetery in Polk County. He had been a member of
the Masons, belonging to Hillsborough Lodge #25, He had been
made a Master Mason in October 1862,

James' middle name was probably "Mitchell" since two of his
grandsons carried that name: James Mitchell "Acrefoot" Johnson,
son . - of Elizabeth Keen Johnson, and James Mitchell Keen, son
of Henry Harrison Keen,
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