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Coach Leo C. Chaney
August 2, 1927 - May 21, 2015

Leo Chaney, 88, Of Trinity County, Texas has passed from this life to join, with joy, the loved
ones who have gone before him. A Celebration of Life Service will be held on June 6 at 11:00
a.m. at The Sebastopol Community Church, located at the intersection of F.M. 355 & 356 near
Trinity, Texas 75862, with services conducted by the Reverend Everett McCollum. A light lunch
will immediately follow the service. A second service with Military Honors will be held on June
12 at 11:00 a.m. in the chapel at the Houston National Cemetery, 10410 Veterans Memorial Drive
in Houston, Texas. A reception and celebratory party will be held immediately afterward at the
Hilton Garden Inn, 7979 Willow Chase Blvd., Houston, TX 77070.

Born in Houston, Texas, Leo was a proud native Texan and
a direct descendant of Martin Varner, the first permanent
settler of Wood County. Varner was one of Stephen F. Austin’s
“Old Three Hundred” and his original Texas land grant is now
known as the Varner-Hogg Plantation State Historical Site.
Leo graduated from Charles H. Milby High School where he
excelled at basketball and baseball, ran track and was also
a cheerleader alongside his beloved baby sister, Dorothy.
Leo served with honor in the United States Navy and was on
active duty during WWII, in the Asian-Pacific Theatre aboard
the USS Dayton. He then earned his Bachelor’s degree from
Sam Houston State Teachers College and his Masters from
The University of Houston. While at “Sam”, Leo again excelled
in sports including basketball, baseball, track, pranks and fun.
Perusing Bearcat yearbooks from that era reveals photos of
an extremely handsome young man with a charming smile
who was not only an outstanding athlete, but also the “Most” something and/or the “Duke” of
just about everything else year after year. Leo always made friends easily and preferred to keep
them for a lifetime.

Leo worked as a coach and educator for. The Kinkaid School for 45 years before retiring. Coach
Chaney worked with almost every sector of the school both athletically and academically, working
extensively with athletics, and teaching science. Coach Chaney became the first person to head
the Athletic Department at Kinkaid Middle School. In 1954, he moved to Upper School sports,
coaching varsity football, basketball and track for Athletic Director, Dan Hart. Jack Hannigriff
was also a big part of Leo’s Kinkaid years. In the late 50’s, Coach Chaney founded Kinkaid’s
baseball program, even though Kinkaid had no baseball field, this did not shrink his enthusiasm
or determination to build the program. In 1969, Leo began coaching boy’s varsity track to boost
the program. During his coaching tenure the team won S.P.C. in 1969, 1976 and 1989. Quoting
Charlie Sanders from an article in a school publication, “He’s done just about everything there is
to do for Kinkaid sports.” In the same article, various students commented on Coach Chaney’s
sense of humor, and one student gave the quote that ended the article: “I mean, what more can
you say. He was the man, the myth, the legend: Leo Chaney.”

Leo had a profound love for the outdoors. He and his partners
often led summer trips to destinations in the wilds of Canada,
with a goal of travelling ten miles a day by canoe, teaching
youngsters camping and survival skills in the wilderness.
Many young men returned from these adventures with an
incredible life lesson in co-operation, group dynamics and
gained a new respect for the beauty and grandeur of nature
and its dangers as well. Along with the trip came a new
confidence in_themselves and their ability to conquer fears
and face obstacles. Coach Chaney was a mentor to many
young men who have gone on to become men of renown,
men of character and outstanding leaders including George
W. Bush 43 U.S. President.

Leo spent his retirement years traveling wherever his heart
led him, fishing where ever he could find a puddle of water,
hunting on the YO Ranch and playing with friends in Colorado.
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He then settled in a country house in Trinity County, working in‘*his woodshop, making new friends
and renewing old acquaintances from his college days and Kinkaid career. He played bridge
weekly - with 3 women of course, all dear friends, ate catfish on Fridays at the Senior Center and
enjoyed life. He never looked his age, always much younger. He and the late lovely, much loved
and respected Miss Billie had their regular weekend “dates” and church on Sunday. Leo would
sing in any and every Church Choir that would let him, and especially loved singing in the annual
Christmas Contatas. He loved you; he loved his family, family gatherings and school reunions.
He was once a great cook. Leo remained Leo throughout his life. He was never hesitant about
speaking his opinion especially related to sports and politics. He knew who “his” Presidents were
and never wavered on that; he was a true patriot who genuinely loved his country. He was loving
and generous, but you always knew where you were with Leo, and that was mostly in his heart.

Leo is preceded in death by his parents, William and Ruby Chaney, his wife and the mother of
his children, Dana Tinsch Chaney, his two sisters Dorothy “Dot” Chaney Moore and husband John
M. Moore lll, and Genoyce Chaney Dunaway and husband Morris W. Dunaway and his beloved
young nephews SGT. Richard Wayne Hibbler, U.S. Army, 101st Airborne Screaming Eagles and
Mahlon “Scooter” Hibbler. He leaves behind his two sons, Lex Wayne and Layne Kent Chaney,
both of Houston; One brother Thomas R. Chaney and wife Glenda A. Chaney of College Station,
TX; niece and nephews and spouses Pattie Elaine Moore of Richmond, TX; Thomas R. Chaney
Il and wife Ronda Hoover Chaney of Lancaster, PA; Todd Richard Chaney and wife Jodi Hughes
Chaney of College Station; great nephews Barry Patrick Hill Jr. and wife Chanda Hurley Hill of
Rockport, TX; Thomas R. Chaney Il and William L. Chaney, of Lancaster, PA; cousins-like-siblings
Marjorie Beck Drew and Frederick Beck of Houston; Douglas Heidemann, was greatly admired
by Leo because Doug has always and continues to stand ready to assist any and all family with
whatever the need; as well as a host of friends, and his precious dog, Dini (short for Houdini). The
family wishes to thank Leo’s friend, Charlie Gardener, for his invaluable assistance during Leo’s
iliness and after and Craig Ballard for his calming demeanor and helping hands, and both for their
“on-call” status, the Rev. & Mrs. McCollum, East Texas Hospice, and all of Leos late in life “family
of friends” who helped and held him up when we couldn’t be there to do so. We should all be
so fortunate.

We will miss the gallant explorer who contributed so much love, laughter, fun and loyalty to each
of our lives. And so we close this time with Leo. “I mean, what more can you say. He was the
man, the myth, the legend: Leo Chaney”....




