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Solemn ceremon y

The remains of District Attorney Joe Price were taken from Trinity High School at about
6:20 p.m. Monday following funeral services before one of the largest gathering of
mourners in the county’s history. Serving as pallbearers were (foreground, L-R) formey
assistant district attorney Travis Kitchens; Price’s former law partner, Richard
Burroughs; 411th District Court Judge Robert Trapp; (back, L-R) Price’s current
criminal investigator, Ron Dunnahoe; Trinity County Sheriff Brent Phillips; and Price’s
former criminal investigator Ted Everitt. (Photo by Sharen Bullion) >
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Special service
T—,__a casket containing the body of District Attorney Joe Price of Trinity was taken to Cedar Grove
night on a 1929 Model-T fire truck. The truck, which is on loan to the Trinity Volunteer Fire Department by
father, Dean Price of Trinity, could not be started Monday evening and was itself pulled to the cemetery on
Price’s Criminal Investigator Ron Dunnahoe (left) and Trinity County Sheriff Brent Phillips road on the back of the
trailer from the funeral service at Trinity High School to cemetery. (Photo by Sharon Bullion)

Cemetery Monda

trailer
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pendable and caring man.
“My daddy lived to help people in

‘need, whether it was a student show-

ing his or her prize hog at a local fair
or a family member of a murder vic-
tim,” she said. =

Jo Lin Price, who is now expect-
ing her second child, said if success
is measured in the number of people
whose lives are touched, then her fa-
ther was “the most suceessful man in
that I’ve ever known.”

May echoed Jo Lin Price’s assess-
ment, noting in 1979 she and her fam-
ily were “the victims of evil” when
her aunt, Pamela Moseley Carpenter,
was brutally raped and murdered in
Livingston.

The confessed killer. Johnny Paul
Penry, was tried three times on capi-
tal murder charges with Price sers
ing as the prosecutor every time. All
three trials ended with death sen-
tences for Penry but the first two sen-
tences were overturned by the U.S.
Supreme Court.

May told the mourners that it was
Price who gave her family the
strength they needed to get through
the vears of court proceedings.

“Joe Price was a man whom I ad-

- mired and respected. He was a man
of unqualified standards, undyin g loy-
alty and a compassion for the victims
of crime that was infectious,” May
said.

Trapp, who recalled numerous hu-
morous stories involving the district

-attorney and his staff, also-announced
that State Ren. Jim McRevnolds had

e

JOE PRICE
1944-2003

resolution honoring Price had been
introduced befare the Texas House
of Representatives Monday.

“All business being done by the
House today will be in Joe Price’s
name and when they adjourn today,
it will be in his name 2s well,*Trapp
said.

Lottin, who offered the prayer for
Price and his family, told the crowd
of his Inng association with Price
and of the fun and fellowship they'
had oy 2r the years.

“I'ta proud to call him my friend,”
the minister said, with his yg;cecg_gk—

;in"g with emotion.
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. “He helped everyone he ever came
in contact with,” Loftin said of Price.
“It didn’t matter what your status was,
he helped everyone. Truly a great one
has fallen.” o

Amember of the Trinity County Go
Texan Committee, Price was killed
was traveling to Houston for the Go.
Texan Weekend activities held as part
of the annual Houston Livestock
Show and Rodeo. doer i o

News of Price’s death sent shock
waves throughout the county, particu-
larly in the halls of the Trinity County .
Courthouse where heworked.

“Theloss of Joe Price leaves avoid:

- in many places and in many lives,”

- County Judge Mark Evans said Fri-
day. “He @iﬁﬁt only be missed here -
in Trinity County, but in San Jacinto

and Polk counties, where he had aiso

served as district attorney. -

“He had many friends throughout .
East Texa was greatly admired -
for his as'a prosecutor,” the
judge add ' ;:; iy ' P
- Noting his 25-years of service as a
prosecutor, Bvans said the people of -
Trini / were very fortunate to
have h an of Price’s abilities
a focu omey looked like, they
only ha 1 to Jo¢ Price. When
he was g for a big case, he
had the y to really concentrate;
he couls ‘his mind like a laser

- Evans that his thoughts and
prayers. Price’s family dur-
ing their ti ROSS.  L

 Judge Coker also voiced her sense
of loss on Friday after receiving the -
news of Price’s untimely death,

“There will never be another pros-
ecutor like Joe Price. He was the: -
best,” she said, b

-+ “Rarely do you meet someone with
so many outstanding qualities, both
as a man and a lawyer, but Joe Price -
was such a person,” the district judge
added. e o o

- Coker said she had'seen Price only
hours before his death at a Conroe
restaurant during an informal geét-to-
gether of members of the third Penry
jury, - ik L8 e

- Coker, who was the presiding judge
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during that capital murder trial, went
to the gathering along with Price and
Polk County Criminal District Attor-
ney Lee Hon of Livingston.
 Price had prosecuted Penry in 1980,
- 1990 and 2002, obtaining death sen-
- tences in each trail and Hon had as-
sisted during the 2002 trail held in
Conroe.. ,
“When he arrived at the restaurant,
- he was joking about why he was run-
_ningalittle Iate,” Coker recalled. “He
said my grand jury ran until after $
- o’clock so it was all my fault.”

After the- meeting in Conroe, Price
was planmng to continue on to Hous-
ton for the Go Texan events.

Hon, who worked side-by-side with
Price during the third Penry trial last
‘year expressed his shock Friday at the
‘news of Price’s death.

« “We were very close,” Hon sa1d
- “He was an inspiration.”

" The Polk County prosecutor said
Pnce had planned to leave the Conroe
‘Testaurant and travel to the Astrodome
for the Go Texan activities but real-
ized he had forgotten his Go Texan
committee badge. ‘

“He left Conroe and went to Trm-
ity to get his badge and then was
headed to Houston when the accident
occurred,” Hon said.

- Anative of Trinity, Price was born
Aug. 21, 1944 and was a 1962 gradu-

ate of Trinity High School. :
- He received a bachelor of arts de-
gree'in government from Sam Hous-

ton State University in 1966. While

attending SHSU in Huntsville, he was

a member of Alpha Chi.

Price then obtained his lawrdegree
from Baylor Law School in 1969.
While at Baylor, he was a member o1
Phi Delta Phi, earning that group’s
Outstanding Freshman Award in
1968. :

_ After receiving his law license in
1969, Price opened a private practlce
in Trinity County.

In 1977 the Texas legislature cre-
ated the 258th Judicial District, which
incltided Trinity, Polk and San Jacinto
counties, and Gov. Dolph Briscoe
tapped Price to be its chief prosecut-
ing attomey, effective Sept. 1 of that
year.:

Price held that post for more than

25 years, being elected and re-elected-

seven times without an opponent.
In 1988, Polk County created its,

own Criminal District Attorney’s post

and in 1990, San Jacinto County fol-
lowed suit, leaving Price wnth only
Trinity County.

~ During his 25-years as a prosecu-
tor, Price handled thousands of felony
cases and successfully prosecuted

_three men in capital murder trials.

The Penry capital murder case
helped earn Price national attention
when it twice went before the U.S.
Supreme Court on the issue of sub-

“jecting the mentally retarded to the

death penalty. Penry had been classi-

-~ fied as mildly retarded, although evi-

dence at his trial was introduced chal-
lenging that early diagnosis.

Price’s prosecution of the Penry
case earned him the 1992 Association
of Government Attorneys in Capital
Litigation Region VI Trial Award.

In addition to his duties as the
county’s prosecuting attorney, Price
served on the board of the Texas Dis-
trict and County Attorneys Associa-
tion, the Trinity County Go Texan
Committee, the board of the Trinity
Scholarship Fund and was an active
supporter of local youth through both
the Trinity County Fair and the Trin-
ity Community Fair. ]

Price also helped found and was a
member of the board for Kalin’s
House Child Advocacy Center, which
provides help to the victim’s of child
abuse in the Trinity-Houston county
area. Kalin’s House was named in
honor of a Trinity child who had been
the victim of sexual abuse by her
mother and step-father, both of whom
Price successfully prosecuted in 2001.

The step-father, Bryan Wilson, en-
tered a guilty plea to a charge of ag-
gravated sexual assault of a child and
‘was sentenced to 50 years in prison.,
The mother, Rebecca Lynn Wilson,
was found guilty on the same charge 2
by a jury in Groveton and was sen-
tenced to life in prison.

During the investigation of the
case, Price became close to the nine-
year-old victim and praised the cour-
age and strength displayed by the
child through the ordeal. After the
case was completed, Price helped or-

* ganize a local child adyocacy pro-

gram to help future victims and ea-
gerly agreed to serve on its board.
~ Survivors include two daughters
and 2 son-in-law, Jo Lin and Lance
Brownlee of Arlington and Aenea
Marburger of Austin; his parents,
Dean and Johnnie Price of Trinity; a
sister and brother-in-law, Judy and
- Bill Burton of Trinity; three grand-
children, Price Brownlee, Marshall
Marburger and Jenna Marburger; and
two nieces, Julie and Ceslie.
Waller-Thornton Funeral Home of
Trinity directed the arrangements.
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Joe Lynn Price

Funeral services for Joe L.
Price, 58, were held Monday,
February 24, 2003, at 4:00 PM.
at the Trinity High School Gym,
with Rev. Mike Loftin officiating.
Interment followed in the Cedar
‘Grove Cemetery in Trinity.

Mr. Price was bom August 21,
1944, and passed away February
21,2003 :

Mr. Price is survived by: his
parents: Dean and Johnnie Price
~of Trinity, Texas; sister: Judy Bur-
ton of Trinity, Texas; daughters:
Jo Lin Brownlee of Arlington,
Texas and Aenea Marburger of
Austin, Texas; grandchildren:
“Price Barownlee of Arlington and
Marshall and Jenna Marburger of
Austin, Texas; nieces Julie and
Ceslie Burton of Trinity.

Mr. Price - graduated from Trin-
ity High School in 1962; from
Sam Houston State University
with a B.A. in government in
1966, where he was an Alphi Chi
member; and from Baylor Law
School with a Juris Doctor Degree
in 1969, where he was a member
of Phi Delta Phi and the recipient
of the Phi Delta Phi Outstanding
Freshman Award. He was a resi-
dent of Trinity where he set up
private practice in Trinity County
for eight years before Gov. Dolph
Brisco appointed him district at-
tomey of the 25 8th Judicial Dis-
trict in 1977. ;

Waller Thomton Funeral Home
of Trinity in charge of services.




