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Teacher's death stuns SCthl

__ TRINITY--Thirty-four-year-old
Melinda Walker, a Trinity High
School English and reading
teacher, died Wednesday afternoon
beneath a bridge on Park Road 40
near Sam Houston State Park of
gun shot wounds after teaching all
morning.

She was found
by a state park
ranger around
1:45 p.m.

The case ‘is
still under
investigation
according to Det.
Peggy Petty
who investigated
the case for
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Sheriff's Depart-

BaHE Walker

She indicated that there were no
signs of foul play and that the
wound appears to be self-inflicted.

A memorial service was con-
ducted in Livingston at 3:30 p.m.
Saturday with many Trinity School
staff members attending.

A 1984 graduate of Sam Houston
State University with a major in
P.E. and English, Miss Walker had

taught at Alvin Junior High and
McArthur High School in Aldine
before coming to Trinity.

Students, fans and teachers ob-
served a moment of silence in her
honor at Thursday night's basket-
ball game with Coldspring.

The school population appeared

' stunned and had only praise for the

young teacher.

Miss Walker, who started in the
Trinity School System as a Middle
School PE teacher, moved to high
school this year.

"She was a fine teacher," Middle

_ School Principal Pat Hester said. .

"Her students scores were one of the
biggest highlights of our TAAS
reports. She was a great reading
teacher and the kids respected her
very much. I really hated to lose her
to high school this year. She will
be missed."

Middle School Secretary Phyllis
Weslow said, "She was one of the
most meticulous persons I-know.
She was very careful to get every-
thing right."

Superintendent Kim Holland
said,"” We see this as a terrible
tragedy. Melinda touched many

students while she was here. It's a
terrible loss.” .

_~._High -School Principal John

Copley said, "She did a Iot to help
~us and we will really miss her. She
always had things in good order.
She was a worker in the classroom.
There was never any down time
with her."

"I enjoyed teaching next door.
She did a' good job," American
History Teacher and Girls Coach
_Rick Perry said.

Bea Perales who not only taught
with Miss Walker, but commuted
from Onalaska with her said,
“Melinda loved teaching and her
students. She was always helping
them get college scholarships, find
funding and complete paper work to
go to college."

A former student, Amanda
Bertrand, said, "Melinda Walker was
more than a coach, or teacher. She
was a friend...someone we looked
up to, admired, and could talk to.
She made an impact on so many
lives just by taking the time to
care. Melinda will not be forgotten
because there is a reflection of her
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inside all those who knew her."
Amanda wrote a brief verse:

In Memory of Coach Walker
"As I close my €yes.
Clasping to all the memories.
My heart Stops.

Will you not forget me."
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LIVINGSTON-Memorial services
for Melinda Walker, 34, of On-
alaska were conducted at 3:30 p.m.
Saturday in the Cochran Funeral
Home Chapel with Rev. Thomas
Price: and Barbara McQueen
officiating,

She was born Jan 28, 1962 in
Galveston and died Jan, Jan. 15 in
Walker County. -
~_She -was the daughter of Louie
Walker ‘and Leonida Schumacher
Walker. She worked as a school
teacher for the Tnmty 1.S.D. for six
years.

Miss Walker is survived by her
brother, Frank Walker of Pasadena,
nephews, Ryan Walker of Pasadena
and Jeremy Walker of Channelview,
uncles and aunts; Cecil and Rhoda
Redd of LaPorte, Charles and Janet
Schumacher of Houston; great aunt,
Loreen Deaton of Houston, numer-
ous cousins and close friends, Laura
Sizenbach, Bea Perales, Carla
Fowler and many others.

Cochran Funeral Home was in
charge of arrangements.




