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By MARTHA A. BINIG
e Editor

- TRINITY What began as a
: rontxne prowler call to the Trinity

_ Police Department early Saturday

- morning ended in tragedy when a 29-
year-old man was killed in a shoot-
out with local police.

Donald Wayne Bagwell, a Trinity
area resident, was pronounced dead

-~ at the scene followmg a disturbance

- and ‘shoot-out with two local police
officers that lasted less than 10
minutes. Justice of the Peace
Precinet 2, Joe Chandler, made the

- ruling at about 3 a.m. at the site of
the incident on Pinecrest Road in the
Pridgeon Addition.

The incident began shortly after 2
a.m. when the Trinity Police Depar-
tment received a call from Peggy
Brown. Brown told the police dispat-
cher that she had seen a prowler
outside of her mobile home and wan-
ted the local officers to respond to
her home on the Pinecrest Road.

According to Trinity County
Sheriff Kenneth Moore, Trinity
patrolman Berle Johnson was

_dispatched fo the area at 2:09 a.m.
Patrolman Sam Taylor alse respon-
ded to the call as Johnson’s back-up.

In g brief conversation with John-

son, Brown told the officer she-had —sued-the suspect and ca

back to the street and toward

Taylor’s patrol car. He managed to
get in the car and turn on the engine.
However, by the time he had the car
started, Taylor was at the driver’s
window attempting to keep Bagwell
from putting the car in gear and
escaping. Johnson also was
stuggling with Bagwell through the
passenger window, Moore said.

In a split-second, Johnson said,

Bagwell had grabbed the police

shotgun lying in a rack above and
behind the front seat and pointed the
weapon toward Johnson on the
passenger side. “Die, you're dead,”
Johnson later quoted Bagwell as
saying. Just as he began backing
away, Johnson said he felf the first
blast from the gun and heard the
shot fly by his ear. He added he also
heard and felt a second blast as he
was retreating to the back of the
police car.

seen a man she called “Don”
prowling around her house. An
orange Ford station wagon, ap-
parently belonging to Bagwell, was
parked on the road in front of her
house.

~Moore said that while searching
the yard around Brown’s house,
Johnson discovered Bagwell lying
ori the ground behind the house. In
hearing Johnson call to the suspect
to “freeze,” Taylor joined Johnson
at the back of the house. As Taylor
was attempting to handcuff
Bagwell, Johnson said the suspect
“just went crazy.” .

Later Saturday morning, Johnson
said, “‘He went wild. He told me we
were not going to take him back to
jail. He said he made a decision and
one of us was going to die and it was
probably going to be me.” Bagwell
was on parole from the Texas
Department of Corrections for auto
theft. His parole would have expired
inless than a month.

Early in the incident, Bagwell, a
nearly 5-foot-10-inch, 180-pound
man, turned on Taylor and began
wrestling with him and then with
Johnson. After breaking free from
the officers, Bagwell attempted to
flee the scene by running to his
vehicle, Moore said. Johnson pur-

wught himas

~ As Bagwell fireq tne second round,

Johnson said he and Taylor began
returning fire. In all, witnesses and
police officials estimate 18-21 rounds
were fired toward Bagwell. Johnson
said the struggle lasted less than six
minutes, “but I could have sworn it
was more like 40 or 50 minutes.”
When Bagwell stopped firing and
had obviously been hit, Johnson ap-
proached the subji?tt“"remeved"tbe

shotgun from his hands and deter-

mined be was still alive. At 2:26
fired from a distance of at least 8-10

a.m., Taylor radioed the dispatcher
to send an ambulance to the scene.
However, before Paramedie Rick
Manuel of the Trinity Peninsula
Ambulance Association arrived on
the scene, Bagwell had died.
Preliminary autopsy reports
reveal Bagwell sustained two shots
in the arm, two shots in the leg and
two shots in the head. As of
presstime, it had not been deter-
mined which shots had been fired
from which officer’s gun. However,

oltce shoot out

he was attemptmg to put the statnon
wagon in gear. While Johnson was
stuggling with Bagwell, Taylor
came up fo the rear of the vehicle
and shot out the left reartire.
With his vehicle disabled, Bagwell
jumped out the passenger door and
ran first to Brown’s front door, then

Dondld Wayne Bagwell
-~ Killed n shooting incident -~

_Moore said, ‘the medical examiner
has determined that all shots were

feet.

Immediately after the mcxdent
the Trinity County Sheriff’s Depar-
tment, Department of Public Saf-
tey’s Texas Rangers and the District
Attorney’s office were notified.

Texas Ranger Don Morris of
Lufkin arrived in Trinity shortly
before 7 a.m. and began conducting
an investigation. Morris and Trinity

See SHOOTINGS, page 14A
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County Chief Deputy Don LaRoe
took statements from the police of-
ficers, witnesses and family mem-
bers throughout most of the day.

~ Moore said Morris has released a

statement to the sheriff’s depar- =

tment stating that “in bis opinion,
the officers did nothmg wrong. They
-used deadly force in self defense and
it was completely justifiable. The
sheriff’s department feels the
same.” The ranger’s ireport along
with the sheriff’s department report
will now be turned over to the
Trinity County DA’s criminal in-
vestigator, Ron Dunna hoe.

arrangements
- washeldat 7.

_ Airport antt-huackmg squad and
- with private security and in-
vestigation firms. Taylor joined the
Trinity pohce force March 16, 1988.
He has been in pohee work nearly 15

_ years.

Waller Funeral Home transported
the body to the Harris County
Medical Examiner’s office. Waller
also is handhng the, funi al;

28, 1988 in the Waller Chapeli
Gravwxde services were held at 2

‘pm Wednesday, June 29, 1988 in the

reek Cemetg’ry* mA southwest‘

- According to Moore, mvesﬁgators =

can only speculatv as to why
Bagwell was at Brow: s residence at
2 a.m. However, Moore said,
Bagwell had done /some work for
Brown earlier in the day. “Her (ex=)
‘husband stated in his report that
Bagwell had been workmg for her
earlier in the day chianging locks and

things like that,’’ Moore said.

Bagwell also worked at Dxxx_
‘Minimax.

BothJ ohnson ar id Taylor have ex-

tensive experienc e in police work.
-Johnson, who ‘hias been with the
“Trinity force sinc e Dec. 28, 1987, has
~nearly 20 years e xperience. Prior to
‘joining the local{ ‘oree, he has served
~with the Conroe Police Department,

‘Harris County Sheriff’s Depar-ri

tment. Housto n Intercontinenta

L:Tlns is the first time a Tmiity,

~ peace officer has killed suspect sin-

- ce the late 1960s when Mo ’_Sanders
wascxty X rshall
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TRINITY - A wake service for
Donald Wayne Bagwell, 29, of
Trinity was held at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, June 28, 1988 in the Waller
Chapel. Graveside funeral services
followed Wednesday, June 29, 1988 in
the Creek Cemetery with F’ather
John Weihrer officiating. Burial
followed the service. :

Mr. Bagwell died Saturday, June
25,1988 in TIMm Feb
11, 1959 in Crockett. Mr. Bagwell
w:s a member of the Catholic chur-
ch.

Survivors include his parents,
Bennie and Margaret Bagwell, both
of Trinity.

Waller Funeral Home was in
charge of the arrangements.




