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SHEYENNE

This is the winning entry in the logo contest conducted through the Sheyenne schools.

Penise Cook, an Sth grade student. doughter of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Cook, desiened the
wiriring fogo.

THANK YOU

The Sheyenne Bicentennial Commission would like (o thank Miss Alice Kennedy and Mr,
Danny Garnaas for all the time and effort they have put into taking copies of old pictures which
S0 many in the community gave us permission to use. Some of the pictures are developed from
glass negatives which Alvin Kennedy had.
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DEDICATION

This is the story of the beginning and subsequent growth of the city of Sheyenne and the
seitlement of the surrounding townships in the late nineteenth century and the early twentieth
century,

Like most stories where the early settlers are no longer living, it has been an attempt to relate
as fuctually as records permit the history of the settlement of Gates, Grandfield, Rock, Bush,
Twin Tree, and Valhalla townships as well as the history of the emerging town of Sheyenne.

It is to those pioneer frontiersmen that we dedicate this booklet--to those who saw within two
decades the development of virgin soil into homesteads, the cleared fields grow, and the
herds multiply; to those who saw the railroad come through, the roads being built, and the
schools and churches and county governments organized; to those who withstood the wind, the
blizzards, and the other privations of nature; and to those who yet conld envision a future
progress which time has not dimmed.

Secondly, we dedicate this book to those who came after, to the second and even the third
sencration of those pioneers who have stayed and contributed to the progress and
development of the Sheyenne area.

There are many whose names should be mentioned in the early chapters of the story of
Sheyenne--names of families whose forefathers helped first break the sod and build the
town--but the short time available and the space in a book of this size will not permit going inte
detail about all of them and if any are overlooked it is not intentional but because information
was not available. We can only hope that in this glimpse into the Sheyenne area's past
someone finds the inspiration to take advantage of the great wealth of material available and
puts together the “whole’' story before it is too late.

The committee hopes to continue pathering material for such a history in anticipation of
Sheyenne’s Centennial. We take this opportunily to urge any reader who has family histories,
other material, and-or pictures which they wish included to send or bring them to the
committes,

Errors of omission, typographical errors, misspellings, and oversights will be rectified and
acknowledgments made in the next Anniversary Booklet. Please contact the committee.

The Sheyenne Bicentennial Heritage Committee and Finance Committee
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THEFARLY DAYS AT SHEYENNE
By Ellen Magtson Roach
1915

Some twenty-five or thirty years ago the Sheyenne Valley was a comparative wilderness. Very
tew marks of civilized life were then to be seen by the traveler. The beauties of untrained
Mature alone graced the spot where the town of Sheyenne is now situated, and the rolling wilds
of the surrounding country lifted to the summer skies nothing but an abundance of grasses,
shrubs, and an ever changing, ¢ver beautiful prairie bloom,

The marvelous richness of soil, which in late years has laid bare untold possibilities for wealth
and progress, was then undiscovered. The Dakota Indians roamed free and undisturbed over
the trackless wastes--over these beaufiful though untilled stretches of prairie land, Where now
our fields, rieh with the golden grain waving in fruitful promise, are, the Indian ponies grazed

in sleepy silence, while their masters lazily basked in the sunshine, or fished in the near-by
river,

No cozy, well-built farmhouses then dotted these lonely plains; no red-painted barns, large

and roomy granaries, windmills, and verdant, shady groves such as we now find throughoul
the settlement, were then to be seen. )

The only landmarks which greeted the eye of the brave pioneers who first entered this vallev
with a view to settlement, were a low range of hills here and there, the curling smoke of an
Indian campfire, a lone rock jutting above the surrounding prairie grass, or one of those rather
peculiar boulders which is scattered broadcast over the prairic,

These boulders, by the way, are relics of the glacial times, and are generally found imbedded
in a hollow, we are told, worn by the undercurrent of the glacial drift, which at one time
covered this entire section of the country. As this drift receded from year to year, it lefi in its
wake a fertile alluvial deposit, to which fact we owe, at least in part, the wonderful productive-
ness of the Sheyenne River Valley, as well as the depth of rich soil throughout North Dakota as
a whole.

Now and then the traveler would discover a path leading to the river or to some lake or pond
of clear, cool water, These he wisely coneluded were the buffalo, or more correctly, the bison
paths, along which this monavch of the prairie had wended his way, perhaps for centuries, in
search of water. Many of these paths may yet be traced on the unbroken spots of prairvie, and
aloeng the rivers and lakes.

Along these paths, and at large over the prairie, the first settlers often stumbled upon heaps
of bones, bleaching in the sun, They were the bones of the bison, left where the animal had
fallen, Whole skeletons sometimes, and again only parts could be found. After a time many of
these hones were gathered, the horng polished and used as ornaments, and the other parts
sild 1o someone who collected and shipped them to some other state to be used as fertilizers.
They were not needed here,

At the time when the Shevenne Valley was settled, about the year 1883 — the year in which
my Father and my brother P, M. Mattson came to Sheyenne — this branch of the N, P. railroad
did not extend any farther north than Carrington, and late that year to New Rockford, so
that the homeseekers then 'had to foot it, as we say, or hire a span of oxen from some kind
brother to the south. Thus, with two or three in a company. and provided with food, these early
pioneers of Sheyenne — all honor to their names — would set out fearlessly over the
apparently boundless prairie, often spending several days in selecting a location, and choosing
what they considered the best claims, Then came the march, or slow ride, to Devil's Lake City,
where filing was done, and then in most cases, the return o the claim where a dwelling place
was crected, and other necessary improvements. made.



Muost of the carly Sheyenne seltlers — that is, the farmers about Sheyeone — lived in
sugl-huyses, while around New Rockford and Tiffany the te-papered shanty was more in
evidence. O the two, the sed-house, ifwell-buill, is much o be prefereed, They were soluwl aoul
strong; warm in winter, and cool in summer, plastered and whitewashed on the inside and with
dewep window sills and doorways. They reminded me so moch of someold country chuvel which
| remember having seen in childhood. Many of these houses had several roonis, Our sod-house
had four rooms: kitchen dining-room, front-room, and bedroom: and there was a cellar and an
attie. The loors of 4 sodhouse might be carpeied, white cortaing used at the windows g
pictures adorn the walls. Any Turmiture, i faet, that is Found in frame hooses might be used in
these, and people lived as comBortably and happily here in the rostic homes of those days, as
they oo now in their new and beautiful residences.

Many of the voung folks who have grown up in the country about Shevenne have attended
school in sod-houses inearly years, | taught schoal in our sod-house one vear, in one of the
cooms, and we got along famously and were much more comfortable than when | taught in o
gramdary at Eden, or in an unplastered school house near New Rockforel. In 1886, before the
first Shevenne school house was built, school was held in a small unplastered sod-house,
owned by Mr. 5. G. Erickson. It was taught by Miss Belle Healy who always, through the day.
had marvelous stories to fell of their many-sided experiences,

But we prospered educationally, as well as along other lines. Great changes have taken place
since those pioneer days. We are rich and mighty now as a state and do not need to deal with
such inconvenignces,

Meat and well-built school houses are found in every locality, and Sheyenne now boasts of o
large graded school, with a high-school department.

It was not an uncommen thing in those days to have an Indian walk into your howse and ask
for sumething to eat, which he always got, of course, and in your prowlings of exploration over
the prairic, you would often meet a redskin out for the same purpose. You would exchange
greetings and pass on,

The wild sanimals were much more plentiful then on the praivie than now. Foxes and wolves
were numerous, the badger dared anything; the lynx was cecasionally seen--1 have seen one
which was irapped. giving me an opportunity for study, The moose and deer were also found,
though seldom, while the antelope was a frequent visitor, 1 have seen several such, and the
viston cach fime has remained in memory. The bematy and grace of the antelope -that elf of the
praivie--is something once seen, never to be fovgotten. [ts every move, when not hunted,
bespeaks an inborn love for the free and glorious life on the boundless prairie.

I maght tell you of many strange adventures and comical incidents of these carly days, bal
time does nol allow it 1 never tire of thinking of the happy davs when T first took up work os a
teacher in the Sheyvenne School. Tt was my Hrst experienee at teaching, and coming from a
large city. the praitie life was more fascinating.w me than anything [ had ever dreamed of, The
stillness of the mornimg and evening air was so soothing; the silence of the night so eloguent,
the solemnity of the prairie vastness so soul-uplifting that it seemed one had but o listen o
hear the whispers of the heavenly hosts. | sought the guietest places, and frequented the most
lonely spots, and ofien in atter vears, when Lhave found myself in the busy jostling crowds of o
large and noisy city, 1 have thought of those days on the praivie, and my home at Sheyenne;
and the words of Washington Irving have come so forcibly fomy mind when he says: I ever |
should wish for a retreat whither | might steal from the world and its distractions, and dream
away the remnant of a troubled life, | know of none more promising than this little valley."”
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Map of Foster County fram 1884 Atlas [NDSU Library).

A HISTORY OF SHEYENNE

Years and years ago there was this land and the sky and the wind drifting endlessly with the
James and the Sheyenne Rivers winding through these prairie stretches, Before man came 1o
this area, great herds of buffalo grazed at will over these plains. Then came the Indians--first,
the Hidatsa (Gros Ventre) and the Chevennes who were finally driven out by the Sioux; as the
Sioux themselves were being pushed ever farther westward from their forested homes in what
is now the Minnesota arca by the Chippewas,

Then to this primitive virgin soil came the first white men, The explorer came and the
scout; the trapper and the cavalry soldier each passed along the rivers and thron gh the tall
prairic grass, but left things unchanged by their coming.

It was the frontier of the Jamestown and Northern Railroad Co., an affiliate of the Northern
Pacifie, followed by the frontier of the immigrant farmer seeking to find a new home, which
changed the face of the land, They cleared the fields, built homes, and pastured their herds in
this new-found area we now know as The Sheyenne Community,

One can only marvel af the fortitude of those brave pioncers as they faced the unknown in the
hope that they could build a better life for their familics. The way they were able to adapt to
whatever need presented itelf was a wribute o the unusual kind of people who sentled this land
af vurs,

Uneof the earfiest picees of information about the Sheyenne area was found in the Norwegian
paper UNormanden™ published in Grand Forks, The article was an interview with various
people in business in this avea, among them, Iver Viek who was the postmaster at that time.,
Vick refated that he came to America from Norwsay in 1880, 1o Fargo, N. D, in 1882, where he
wits employed as acarpenter for the Northern Pacific Railread. He built depots and section
houses in this state for 23 vears before settling in Sheyenne. He and a crew of men had come
here in July 1885, It was a very hot day and the men set up six tents for a camp--one for
supphies and tools, one for cooking and eating, one for an office; and the rest for sleeping,
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Their supply of witer to take care of the camp had run out, He said, " This is sure a deace of a
country without water.”” Suddenly g voice out of nowhere said, "Don’t worey about water,
There is a good river just over the hill with the best water in the world."” It was a big Swede
whao had been sent out to scout for a water supply for the camp. Vick immediately filed or
sought to get o homestead claim so he could some day come back here (o live.

The town of Sheyenne located in Section Nine of Gates Township is named for the viver, and
the river is named for the Cheyenne Indians living for several generations in the big bend of
the river. The area is known by their enemies, the Sioux, as ““Sha-i-ena lzupa Wakpa'
meaning the river where the Chevenne (their enemies) planted. Early explorers misspelled the
name changing the Cto 8, an error which aids in distinguishing this river from the Cheyenne
River in western South Dakota.

1o the Mareh Bth Shevenne Star in the year 1906, there is the report of a meeting of a number
of business men in the Star office when it was decided to call Range 66, Twp. 150, Gales
Township; *“The reason for this being that & man by the name of Gates was the first setiler
here way back in 1882 and that Sheyenne was formerly known as Gates.”" According to the
New Rockford Transcript a man by the name of Frank M. Gates did have a Notice of Final
Proof for the EYaNE Y of Section B and the WY NW Y of Section 9, Township 150, Range 66 in
the June 13th issue in the vear 1884, In checking with the office of Register of Decds and with
Elder Daugherty, Director of the Tax Equalization Office in New Rockford, no record of any
Frank M, Gates ever having title to any land in Gates Township can be found. Perhaps some of
the conditions of the homestead laws were not carried out, because W, €, Bennetl had First
title to this land which is now the home of Bruce and Charlotte Larson and sons and is part of
the ety of Sheyenne,

Shevenne and Gates township are part of Eddy County which was named for E. B, Eddy,
founder of the First National Bank of Farge, and for many years an active factor in the
development of the Red River Valley.

The following letter from Mr, Dexter, the Agricultural Development Agent for the Northern



Pacific: Railroad. gives us some more information about the history of this part of North
Dakota,

NORTHERN PACHFIC RAILWAY COMPANY
Agpricultural Development Department
John W, Haw, Directoy
April 14, 1958 5S¢, Paul 1, Minn.

Miss Cora Garnaas
Sheyenne, Morth Dakor

Dear Miss Garnaas:

I took longer to obtain information which was known to be authentic than 1 figured it would. |
hope the delay has not {oo seriously inconvenienced you.

The name “Sheyenne'’ for the wwn is from the Sioux Indian pame “*Sha-hi.yena’’ or
**Yhai-ena, which means ' people of an alien speech . This was the name of a tribe of the great
Dakotp family.

Dare Town was Established and Tracks Laid

The town was established in 1883
The main track was laid November 28, 1884
The track for the siding was laid May 13, 1885
OWNERSHIP OF LINE THROUGH SHEYENNE

The tine from Jamestown, through Sheyenne, to Minnewaukan was originally owned by the

The lovomotive in this plotograph was budile and purchased by the Novihern Pacific in
Chetaber, 1889, and was retired from serviee in September. 19200 The oripinal number on the
Tocomnotive was 561 but was foter chanped to 485,



Jamestown and Northern Railway Co., which was organized in the interest of the Orepon and
Transcontinental Co., the latter an affiliate of the Northern Pacific Railway Company. The
Jamestown und Northern officially became a part of the Northern Pacific on April 21, 1898, and
thus its former name passed out of the picture.

(WPERATION OF LINE

Operation of the line, Jamestown to Carrington, commenced on July 1, 1883, From
Carrington to five miles north of New Rockford on December 1, 1883 and from this peint
through Sheyenne to Minnewaukan on August 6, 1885,

From Minnewaukan to Leeds, the line was éxtended by the Jamestown and Northern
Railroad Co, and operation of this unit began on December [, IE89. This line, also, wag
acquired by the Northern Pacific on April 21, 1898,

DEFOT

The original structure, 24° x 59° was built in 1885, It was enlarged to 24" by 107" and a second
story, 24" x 28' was added in 1908. The above building was destroyed by fire in 1932 and
replaced by an 18'x 25" depot. This structure was enlarged to its present size of 18" x 60" in
1949 and 1950,

FIRST AGENT

A searchof the records has not revealed the name of the original station agent. The agent on
Sept. 12, 1897 was J. McFarlane, who still occupied this position in 1907. It is possible that this
man was on the job when the agency was originated.

I trust that the above information will add to other facts you may have picked up from local
sources. If there is anything else | can do, please feel free to call upon me.

Very sincerely yours,
AL L Dexter
AJD:poh

The MNorthern Pacific Railroad had a land selling campaign and the Dakota Territorial
Legislature also was anxious to attract new settlers so placed great emphasis on offering *'free
government lands’ under the Homestead Act, the Pre-Emption Act, and the Timber Culture
Act. An enterprising settler conld acquire three guarter sections or 480 acres of land in less
than 10 years at a very low cost. He had to be careful not to settle on odd-numnbered sections
within the Northern Pacific land grant or on section 16 and 36, which are school lands. Certain

conditions had to be carvied out (o qualify under each act:

(1) The Homestead Act-Any native-born eitizen or immigrant who had laken out “'Fiest
papers' could “enter’ a quarter section (160 acres) of vacant land, He was required to build
some sort of a house, however crude, and live there For five years when he could acquire title to
the land by paying the land office fees of from 54 Lo 38, He could buy the land outright at any
time before the five years ran out by paying the standard price of $1.25 per acre for land 40
miles or more from the railroad, or $2.50 for land within that distance.

(2) The Pre-emption Aet-It required a filing cost of $2, one acl of improvement by the
applicant, residence, and cultivation of part of the land and payment of the price of the lund
(51.25 1o 52.50 per acre) within 2 years and nine months after Aling, to acquire title o 160
acres,

(3) Timber Culture Aci- A qualified settler could file on 160 acres by payment of an entry fee



of 514, He was required to break S acres each of the first two years and to plant this to forest
trees, cuttings, or seedlings (usually cottonwood). If, at the end of eight years from date of
entry, he had 6,750 healthy trees growing on his 10 acres, he received title to the land upon
payment of an additional fee of $4.

CGales Postoffice was established July 20, 1883, We know that Ole Hendrickson, an early
settler, would walk to Mew Rockford carring a large leather pouch and bring the mail to his sod
house about 1% miles from what is now Sheyenne. People would go there to get their mail.
The Jan. 25, 1884 N. R. Transcript states, *'Mail service is undergoing unexpected changes in
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Map of Foster County before Eddy County was established showing Gares postoffice,
|From 1884 Arfas, NOSU Library]

this part of the country lately. New Rocklord is now the distributing peint for Tiffany, Dunn,
and Gates and probably soon will be for Tomlinson over the creek.' One source, Williams
Orrgine of N.D. Place Names, says that Phillip Brand (Brandt) was alse a postmaster at Gates
Postoffice and that after the N P branch line survey was made, the postotfice was moved to the
railvoad site of Sheyenne,

While a very few adventurous souls had come to this area in 1882 or 1883, the building of the
roadbed for the Jamestown and Northern Railroad and the establishment of the town site in

1883, followed by the layimg of the tracks in 1884, quickly brought many homesteaders to this
ared.

According to information gotten from abstracts of various people in Gates Township, we find

that the following people took advantage of the free land and became the first owners of this
part of Gates Township.
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At this writing we have no information as {o how W. U or Clarence E. Benneit it into the
picture of early Sheyenne. We told about Mr. Vick earlier on another page. He was the
grandfather of Alton Vick, presently a mailearrier in Sheyenne, and Mrs. Art Lindstrom. Emily
White Eyott (Ayort) raised a large family and later farmed in eastern Bush Township before
going o Californin. Her son, Phillip, lived in Sheyenne fora while, 5. G Erickson was (he
grandfather of Stan Erickson, presently in business in Sheyenne. Ole Hendrickson,
grandfather of Carl Rue, has been mentsioned in connection with the Gates Post Office.

As vou can see, the main townsite of Sheyenne was first gotten by Clarence E, Bennetl in 1885
through Mr. A. 0. Whipple who was the receiver for the U, S, Government at the Devils Lake
office when Grover Cleveland was president.

A copy of the first page of the abstract from Grays' Store follows, It i one of the oldest stores
on main street. Most of these having Tots in Shevense will find the first page of (heir abstrac
very similar to this one.

It wasn't many years before J. W, Richier had the land which is now the lownsite of Sheyenne
plus the land immediately surrounding the townsite. J. W, Richter had come (o Niagara, N. D.
where he had a grain business. According (o the N. R, Transcript, he was at Titfany in 1886 {or
before) and by Sept. 3, 1886, was erecting a large warchouse at Sheyenne station. The
Transcript called him a wide-awake business man who was alse putting in a large stock of
general merchandise, “*Such an enterprising business man will be of great benefit to the
farmers of Sheyenne country in buying grain and securing them a postoffice and putting in o
lurge stock of goods at their place is a favor those encrgetic farmers will fully appreciate, We
bespeak for Mr. Richter a liberal patronage of those citivens, and take pleasure in
recommending him as g thorough businessman and a gentleman in every way.”

A letter from Mes, Jett Richter Wilke stated that her parents, Mr. and Mres, 1. W, Richter and
daughter Floy and Aunt Fannie Bradley, sister of Mrs, Richier, had come to N Do from
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Ao 0. Whipple, Receiver RECEIVER'S RECEIPT,

Devils Like, Dakota, Dated Aug. 4, [8ES,
Lo Filed Aug. 19, 1885 at 200 P, M.
Clivenee B Bennetl. Recorded in Book 1 R, R, Page 27,

Comsideration 5200 .00,

Puplicate: #1226,

Conyveys EYiINW Y Sec. 9, Twp, 150, Rge oA
(and other lands)

.
John W. Richier and MORTOGAGE DEED.
- i Dated May 22, 1889,
Addaline B, Richter, o
i s pa Filed June 18, 1559 ap 500 P M,
- Recorded in Book 7 Migs,, Pape 492,
ivence B Benabit. ‘l.’_l‘unslde.ralinn Sﬁt}ﬂ:ﬂﬂ-.
Pwo Witnesses.  Grantor’s Seal.

Conveys EVaNW Y Sec., 9, Twp, 150, Ree, 66
tand other lands)

Acknowledped May 29, 1889 by John W, Richter and Addahne B. Richter, his wife
before Alfred H. Stake, Notary Public, Eddy Countv, Dakota Territory, (Seal)

3
Clirence E. Bennett and WARRANTY DEED,
Siotha Bennett, his wife Dated May 22, 1889,
1 Filed Jan. 25, 1890 a1 12 M.
J. W. Richrer, Recorded in Book 1 Decds, Page 416,

Consideration SRO0_ 00,

One Witness,  Grantors Seal,
Convews EViNW 'Y See 9. Twp. 150, Rge. 66
fand other lands)

Acknowledped Mav |, 1889 by Clarence E, Bennett and Siotha Bennett, before Fo A,
Stiteer, Notary  Public, Luramic County, Wyoming. {Scal)

A

The United Stites of America PATENT.

sy the President: Grower Dated Now. 21, 1888,

Clovelund, by M. MoKean, Filed Feb. 25, 1893 at 4:45 P, M,

Secrerary. Recovded in Book 1 Pal. Page 232,
Pei Cortificate #1226,

Clarence E. Bennett. U, 5: Seal.

Conveys EViNW Y% Sce, 9, Twp. 150, Ree.
i (od other lands,

Sa
Clarence E. Bennet ( MORTGAGE SATISFACTION.
signed Bennen) and Drated Fuh. 3, 1893,
Siotha Bennett Filed Feb, 25, 1893 ar 4:50 P, M,
o Recorded in Book 12 Migs., Page 321

John W. Richter and Addaline B. Richter. Two Witnesses,  Seal.
Releases EYaNW & Sec. Y, Twp, 150, Rge. bb
(and other lands)

Acknowledged Feb, 3, 1893 by Clarance E. Bennett and Siotha Hennett, his wife
before J, 13 Frecborn, Notary Public, Laramie County, Wyoming. (Seal)
Cuommission expives April 27, 1894,

Satisfies mortgage dated May 22, 1889 and filed June 18, 1889 at 5:00 P. M. in Book 7
lle.-,:n.. Page 492,




Oldest picture of Sheyenne, probably the late F880 s,

Ontario. Her father had the land platted as a townsite and named it “*Sheyenne'’. They built
the first store—a small grocery, an elevator na med *The Farmers Elevator”, lumberyard and
a small 3-room house on what is now main street about where Flaskrud's Variety store was
built. The daughter, Jett Richter, was the first child born in Sheyenne, Aug. 4. 1887, in that
house. When the Richter's built a larger house acrass the railvoad tracks from the depot, the
house on main street was moved to the residential area and was sold to 0. M. Paulson’s, later
to the Mike Nessets, and now it is part of the house owned and occupied by Mrs. Amanda Rud.

In 1892, Mr. Richter had the land platted as a townsite. A copy of the certificate of dedication
follows which land owners in the city of Shevenne, can find in their abstracts.

CERTIFICATE OF DEDICATION

Be it known that I, John W. Richter, owner of Townsite of Sheyenne, Eddy County, State of
North Dakota, have caused all and singular the real estate described in the certificate herein,
to be platted as a townsite, in blocks, lais, streets, avenues and alleys designated on said plat
as highways, and to the end that said plat may be recorded according to the laws of the State of
North Dakota, 1 hereby dedicate the Streets, avenues and alleys to the public use forever.

Witness my hand and scal, this 28th dayof June, A. D. 1892

John W. Richter. (SEAL)

State of North Dakota.)
Jss,

County of Eddy )

Personally appeared before me, F. 0. Getchell, a county auditor in and for the County of
Eddy, State of North Dakota, on the 28th day of June, A. D. 1892, John W. Richter, to me
known personally known to be the identical individual who excented the above certificate and
acknowledged that he did the same of his own free will and for the purposes and uses therein

stated.

F. (0. Getchell,
County Auditor, Eddy Co,,
{SEAL) Morth Dakoia.

Filed April 12, 1897 at 2:00 P.M. and recorded in Book 1" of Plats.
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From various histories of pioneer life in the early 1880's or 1890's, we learn that most of
them came by immigrant car or covered wagon depending on whether they had many or few
belongings, such as furniture and other household goods, eattle, horses, or oxen, Most of them
built sod houses and sod barns until they could erect frame houses.

The railroad terminals most often mentionad were Carrington or Lakota, then later Devils
Lake when the railvoad came that far. From there they came by oxen or horses or walked to
Sheyenne.

The first crops were vegetables and as much wheat as the first acres broken the first years
could provide, Fuel was scarce on the weeless praivie. Initially, dried buffalo chips and twisted
prairic grass was the only source of fuel. The first cash was often obtained through the sale of
butfalo bones which sold for 56.00 a ton.

It was quite common to read of them going hunting and fishing--the chief source of meat.
Eventoally, there were buichers, but fresh meat had to be sold guickly since there was no
refrigeration. It was a great day when meat markets began storing ice blocks, and saw dust



was shipped in by carloads for storing the ice in “ee houses”, the ice being chopped in blocks

at the river and hauled into the ice houses during the winter months.

Historics of wvarious towns throughout the state show that fire was a most commuon
scourence. Sad 1o say, Sheyenne was no exception. The New Rockford Transeript’s deseription
of that early morning in 1894 follows:

“December 7, 1894, 4:30 A, M. Wednesday

Sheyenne Scorched

Wednesday morning news wis received here tIJ:lt Shﬂ-’}ﬂﬂ"mlt had I:aeen viz:;itcd by H.":. fire
fiend and a good portion of the town destroved, The ﬁrE: njgmated in tl'.u: Greorge wl|§|_|‘-1_ms
livery barn and as they had no facilities whatever for ﬁg!ﬂmg it, spmad rnp:di?r !:n.!he adjoining
buildings. Williams had the billard room and soft drink cstablishment a:ﬂ;mnmg the barn,
Hugh Peoples general store on {he North, purchased from Hanson & Lundin, um_.lght fire and
was consumed in about no time. Westerlunds hotel on the South held out for a time but soon
cainght and followed the way of the others. The loss is quite heavy, lmH? to the town and the
individuals. N. U, Hanson managed to save what mail matter (here was in the _pu.'if office, but
lost all his stamps and supplies. Nothing was saved of the stock of merchandise in the store

Williams saved nothing. Westerlund got most of the furniture out of the hotel,

The losses will foot about as follows: H. Peoples 56,000 with 52400 insurance. Williams
$400 with no insurance. Westerlund $2600 with $1000 insurance,

ndiary origin, as no fire was about Williams' place at
anytime during the night and he did not close up until 2 u'clnr:hE in the morning, and the tuﬂh-l;r
fact that it started in an unused box stall in the stahle, and again, the stable was locked early in
the evening and when the first ones arrived after the alarm the door was open. Of course,

. = { £ e
suspicions are entertained but at this time nothing definite can be stated.

The fire was without doubt of ince

Shevenne in 1893 before being destroyed by fire,

Fortunately, many enterprising individuals rebuilt the burned avea very quickly and
Sheyenne continuved its prowth as revealed in the business chapter.

Sheyenne had the good fortune to have a newspaper beginning back in 1897 when C. C.
Manning started the *Sheyenne Star™, The bound volumes starting with that first issue are
being donated to the Log Cabin Museum by Vic Stenberg who bought the Star building when
the “"Sheyenne Star’ guit publication in the late 19405,

Several interesting stories concerning Ft. Totten, about 17 miles northeast of Sheyenne,
have been related:



Mr. €. G. Hayes who lived on a farm south of Sheyenne and later lived in Shevenne had
been a soldicrin the U, 5. Army and was stationed at Fort Totten. He was also a scout in the
Indian fighting in the northwest. He told of being one of the messenpers sent back for
reinforcements after the massacre of General A. Custer and his command at Little Big Horn,

Dennis Cavanaugh whe lived in Twin Tree tells of his maternal grandfather Chief Broken
AxeHandle, whe carried the white flag to the top of the hill near Dogs Den (near Esmond),
Then the US troops together with a small band of Indians returned to Fort Totten where food
and supplies were kept.

Dennis’s mother, the daughter of Chief AxeHandle, was about 9 vears old at the time of the
surrender. She worked for the Army leader, a Mr. MeLaughlan, as a baby sitter and lived at
the Fort, Mrs. McLaughlan was an Indian lady and was an interpreter for her husband,

Frank Cavanaugh, Dennis's father, came to Fort Totten from Faribault and was the butcher
for the Army. Here he met his wife and homesteaded in Twin Tree. Sheyenne Star news items
often tell of Frank Cavanaugh being a visitor in Sheyenne where he did most of his shopping.

L. €. Oefstedahl reception.

During the Spanish-American War only one person from this area served--L. C, Oefstedahl,
uncle of Mrs. Amanda Rud, served 17 months. A reception for him was held on October 4th at
the Richter home. The Oberon band furnished the music and nearly 1000 people attended the
event.

This was evidently quite an event as Mrs, Bird Miller told Pearl Garnaas that her husband,
Tkic Miller, who was working in New Rockford, was asked to come to Sheyenne to give haircuts
for the big reception. He became the first permanent barber in Sheyenne, There had been
several itinerant barbers in the years before but none that stayed for long.

The Sheyenne Star of Jan 31, 1901 reported a fire department was to be organized and by
May of 1901 Sheyenne did have a full fledged fire department. A chemical engine had been
ordered, Officers of the first fire department were: L. B. Garnaas, Captain; F. L, Kermott,
Chief; S. G. Severtson, Treasurer; €. C. Manning, Secretary and the trustees E. P.
Westerlund, 3 years; C. Evenson, 2 years; and J. W. Richter, 1 year. A constitution and
by-laws were also adopted.

Many of us associate the covered wagon with the early 1800°s or the middle 1800°s, but
prairie schooners were still being seen passing through the county in 1898 and 1901 and even
in 1905 and 1906 when settlement of the reservation was taking place.



People were still coming by immigration cars to setthe around 1905 and 1906, wo. Mrs.
Amanda Rud said, “Immigration cars had the catlle and everything in them. They were
boxcars that came on the railroad tracks. They had some machinery and they had water and
feed for the cartle. Mother's canned goods and the meat she had prepared were covered with
the oats used to feed the stock. They had to have water barrels on the car, too. The
immigration car had lo be unloaded in a certain length of time and everything was hanled out
to Nels Hendvicksons, Then they started hauling lumber to build a claim shack. Grandpa
Sylling built a barn and then they camped in one end of it until they built the house." Mrs, Rud
and her family came in Aprl 1897,

Dona Kermott Bundle, daughter of the tirst Sheyenne druggist, lives in Grand Forks and
writes of some of the things she remembers about Sheyenne. He son, Chuck Bundlie is TV
newsmian for the WDAY station. "The frst year in Sheyenne, we lived in the back room of {he
drug store until our house was built (where Lue Brines lives) in 1898, The years in Shevenne
were filled with many happy memorics and a few sad ones. The Severtsons, Mannings,
Stedmans, Hallstens, Soderholms, Richiers, and so many others are names | will never forgei.

carl Quam and 1 dressed in red, white, and blue costumes and presented the returned
Spanish-American War hero, Lovie Oftedahl, with a medal at a big reception and celebration
on the Richter lawn,

1 will never forget the thrill of getting to drive, after much pestering, a four horse team
when Burt Stedman was taking a bunch of wemen and children to Chautauqua in what they
called the " Black Maria™, a three or four seat carry-all, He thought he could scare me when he
said 1 could drive through the woods around Fort Totten, It didn't, but it sure scared the
women in the vehicle,

*1 can sure remember the time at the elevator when Louise Porte and Imelda Nunn got
caught in the shafi. 1 was the ene that ran screaming into the power house yelling, **Stop it,
stop it.”" | then held Louise’s hand all the time that Dr. Bartley cleaned and bandaged her

wonnds,

"There were many trips that we made to our dear little cottage on Devils Lake--and the
friends that came on weckends loaded with food. There was enongh left in our refrigerator to
last us all week,

"My dad did do many (hings besides the drug store while in Shevenne, He had a harness
shop at one time and milked several cows and sold milk. 1 made tickets and delivered it in two
quart pails, alwiys had to colleet the tickets and an empty pail. Dad was always interested in
politics--nat for himself, bul worked for someone or against someone. Always a Republican,

The little group of people that didn't speak Norwegian organized at our house, Dad put
planks across two chairs for seats and they had prayer meetings, sang hymns, and passed the
hat until there was enough money to build the little church. We always called it a Union
Church, The Baptist name must have come later. The women came in their beautiful hats,
mostly made by Mrs. Severtson. They really dressed up. | could always go 10 the millinery
shop and get seraps of rfibbon and material for doll dlothes. Loved the song fests that we had at
Severtson's house when Ranghild Reebuck came to live with them and pliyed while we sang,

“The last year we were in Sheyenne was after Dad had sold the house and because of a
political row, he ook the postmaster job, We lived aboye the post office that winter and mother
ran the post office, with the help of John Soderholm, a rural mail carvier. Dad commuted
between Sheyenne and Towner, Have often heard Mother say that we would have frozen fo
death that winter without the help of John in keeping the fires burning."'

The hllirzarcl of January 1907 must have been the kind that is talked of for years after, The
first train up the branch since Thursday, January 17th had yet to arrive when the paper of



Rotary smow plow on railroad tracks February 1, 1907.

January 24th eame out. *'When it does come it will undoubledly bring with it the mail car
which will have mail for the past eight days. The southbound train of last Friday is still here
and when it will get out is unknown at this time. The last freight train up this line was
December 31st, but understand there is one on the way (has been for some time). The fuel
guestion has begun to stare us in the face but if the long looked for treight ever gets here we
will offer prayer. Up and until this last storm there has been no suffering in this vicinity, as the
merchants and coal dealers had a goodly supply on hand at the beginning of winter.”” During
this blizzard forty snow-bound passengers spent their time in the hotel and some helped put
out a four page, five column paper called *“The Sheyenne Blizzard™. This was gotten out in the
Star office only twenty-three hours after the copy had been received. It was described as a
unigue souvenir (o be handed down from generation to generation in all ages to come. Docs
anyone know of the existence of a copy of this special edition???

“Some of the settlers of those early days were professional men. Many a