James M. Forehand 

Born 1792 Sumter, S.C. (US Army, Register of Enlistments)

Died before 1870 in Holmes County, Florida

South Carolina

1800 Clarendon, Sumter District, S.C.

James (b.1792) Morgan Forehand was born 1792 in Sumter, S.C.1.  James’ father, James (b.1756-1774) Forehand Sr., was living in the Clarendon, Sumter District, S.C. in 1800. James (b.1756-1774) Sr. was born between 1756 through 1774. There were   3 sons under 10 (James, Myre, and Jeremiah) and 1 female born after 1774.2  

Following Chart represents James M. Forehand, his father James Forehand Sr., and his grandfather James Forehand born 1745 Edgecombe, N.C.
	Name
	Born
	Location
	Died
	Location

	James Forehand
	1745
	Edgecombe, NC
	1840
	Wayne County, NC

	James Forehand
	*1756-1774
	Wayne County, NC
	UNKNOWN
	North Carolina

	James M. Forehand
	1792
	Sumter District, SC
	Before 1870
	Holmes County, FL


*This date range was indicated on the 1800 Clarendon, Sumter District, South Carolina Federal Census

James M. Forehand is next recorded as enlisting in the U.S. Army. James’ brothers Jeremiah and Myre were also recorded as enlisting into the War of 1812 (All From the Sumter District, S.C.)3.

War of 1812 Record

No. 1465

James’ rank was listed as a private and his regiment was the 18th U.S. Infantry. The regimental commander for the 18th U.S. Infantry was Colonel William Drayton. James is listed as an individual that was 5’ 9” tall, dark eyes, light hair, dark complexion, age 21, and held the occupation of a farmer. James was identified as being from Sumter District S.C. He enlisted October 11, 1813 by Lieutenant John Peebles for a period of 5 years. The Comments for this record: M.R. (Master Roster) Columbia, S.C., Oct 31, 2013 and D.R. (Duty Roster) under Captain E.D. Dick’s Co. February 16, 2015 to present. 

James M. Forehand’s Grandfather: James Forehand

 (Born 1745 Edgecombe, NC / Died 1840 Wayne, N.C.)

The Forehand family migrated to S.C. after the Revolutionary War4.  James Forehand Pension Application listed below:

R3633 – James Forehand
State of North Carolina County of Wayne

On this the 6th Day of October 1835 personally appeared before the Honorable John R. Donnell one of the Judges of the Superior Court of Law now sitting — James Forehand of the County of Wayne and State of North Carolina — aged 89 years seven months who being duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed 7th of June 1832 Viz.
That he was born in the County of Edgecombe in the State of North Carolina in the year 1745 — that he has no record of his age whatever — that when called into service he was living in the County of Wayne — soon after the close of the Revolutionary War he removed to South Carolina where he lived for 20 years — that since that time he has resided in the Counties of Duplin & Wayne in North Carolina — that he enlisted as well as he recollects (for having no education he cannot be positive as to the date) in the Spring of 1776 under Captain Joseph Green in the County of Wayne — & he was marched by Captain Green to New Bern where he remained for about three months — thence he was removed to Wilmington where he remained for six months as well as he recollects — that while there he was commanded a part of the time by General Caswell — he was in the battle at Moore’s Creek under the command of General Caswell — Colonel Heritage, Major Allen, Captain Green and Captain Whitfield were also there — that during the remainder of the 12 months for which he enlisted he was employed in different parts of the State in fighting the Tories — that at the expiration of his term of service he received a discharge from the hands of Captain Green as well as he recollects — that he kept it for many years — but has now lost it — and furthermore that he is known in his neighborhood by Colonel Ezekiel Slocumb and General Nicholson Washington who can testify as to my character for veracity and good behavior as a man.

This application record for James (1745) Forehand supports the fact that one branch of the North Carolina Forehands migrated to South Carolina. The military phase of the Revolution, the American Revolutionary War, lasted from 1775 to 1783. According to James’ testimony, he enlisted in the Revolutionary War in the spring 1776, fought in the battle at Moore’s Creek (February 27, 1776), and was discharged around February 1777. At the end of the Revolutionary War (1783), he moved to South Carolina for about 20 years. This would have placed him in South Carolina during the following time range: 1783-1803. This theory is supported by James (1745) Forehand’s son and grandson recorded in the Sumter District 1800 Federal Census.

1810 Lenoir North Carolina Census

Research has indicated that James (1745) Forehand migrated north to his home in Wayne County, N.C. around 1803. James (1792) Forehand apparently also migrated northward, as he is not found in another South Carolina Census record until 1820. James (1792) apparently made his home briefly in Lenoir, N.C. around 1810. This would have been just 3 years prior to him enrolling in the War of 1812 and his master roster in Columbia, S.C. on October 31, 1813.

The 1810 Lenoir N.C. Census revealed that James (1792) must have had a younger brother in tow and a new bride. The census indicated that there were two males born between 1785 and 1794. The wife of James (1792) would have been 16 to 25 years of age (born between 1785 and 1794).

1820 Sumter District S.C. Census

James (1792) Forehand moved back to his childhood home of Sumter S.C. in 1820. This census supports the same family identified in the 1810 Lenoir, N.C. Census. James (1792), head of house, was recorded as being born between 1785 and 1804 and a younger male (James’ younger brother) was born between 1776 and 1794. There is one female that was born between 1795 and 1804 (Age 16-25). There is the addition to the family of 3 females all born between 1810 and 1820.

Sumter District South Carolina Probate Records

December 14, 1814 through March 18, 1835

James (1792) Forehand was identified in the following estates:

	Decedent’s Estate / Bond
	Date of Event
	Record Location

	Elizabeth Edwards Estate
	DEC 14 & 15 / 1814
	Bundle 032-039 IMG 323 / 770

	Sugar Coker Estate
	1815 / 1816
	Bundle 017-024 IMG 205 / 771

	Stephen Howell Estate
	April 1, 1820
	Bundle 049-057 IMG 69 / 826

	Susan Dubose Bond
	DEC 12, 1825
	Bundles 025-031 IMG 483 / 752

	William Smith Estate
	April 12, 1830
	Bundles 087-089 IMG 246 / 480

	Stephen Lacoste Estate
	March 18, 1835
	Bundles 093-096 IMG 229 / 437


Pulaski Georgia Probate Records
James (1792) Forehand was identified in the following estates:

	Decedent’s Estate
	Date of Event
	Record Location

	Thomas W. Benson
	May 3, 1823
	Appraisements 1817-1847

 IMG 275 / 560

	Newman Jones
	September 1, 1823
	Appraisements 1817-1847

IMG 282 / 560


James (1792) Forehand had migrated south to Pulaski GA. This residency was mirrored by his brother Jeremiah (1792) Forehand, which was identified in Georgia Probate Records, 1742-1990 / Pulaski Appraisements 1817-1847 Vol. B. Jeremiah is recorded on IMG 258 of 560, April 30, 1823 for the Estate of Henry Hart. Later on May 5, 1827, Jeremiah wins in the Georgia Land Lottery and makes Pulaski, GA his permanent residence.

The "Florida in the Civil War" Message Board

· James (1827) Forehand was recorded as being born in Dooley County, Ga 1827. The following facts were sourced in Coles, David and David Hartman. Biographical Rosters of Florida's Confederate and Union Soldiers, 1861-1865. Wilmington NC: Broadfoot Publishing, 1995.

James Forehand

Enlisted on 10/6/1864 at Barrancas, FL as a Private.

On 10/6/1864 he mustered into “F” FL 1st Cavalry

He deserted on 11/15/1864 at Barrancas, FL

He was described at enlistment as:

5’7”, fair complexion, grey eyes, light hair

Other Information:

Born in Dooley County, GA (Born in 1827)

Florida Residency
Voter’s List, Jackson County, Florida, 1837

James (1792) Forehand first appeared in Florida in 1837. Voter’s List Jackson County 1837 / Tallahassee State Archives. Date of event: Monday October 9, 1837 Jackson County Florida- Voter’s List / Entry number 33- James Forehand.

The 1838 State Census of Jackson County, Florida
Contributed by Col. Sidney J. Roche and James T. Williams

The following state census was discovered in the basement of the Jackson County Courthouse in Marianna and was preserved through the efforts of Whit Fowler, Property Clerk; Carla Butler, Recording Clerk; and Daun Crews, Clerk of Circuit and County Courts. No other paper copies are known to exist. This census and other Jackson County records can also be found on microfilm at the Florida State Archives in Tallahassee.

The census is reproduced as accurately as possible. The census taker, Thomas M. White, seems to have used ditto marks and dashes as a space marker, not as a repeat of whatever is recorded above.

Names of Heads                  No. White    
  No.            
Free Persons 

OF Familys (sic)                 Persons      
 Slaves        
 Colored

Levin Gilstrap


5

R.T. Martin


8

James Yates


4

Mrs. S. Jones


6

5

Shines Williams

4

Pattem Broom


6

Charles Howard

5

7

Stephen Perkins

5

Andrew Young

2

12

D. Shepheard


3

James Forehand

8

W.A. Cooper


4

Samuel Fowler

5

A. Berns


7
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1838 / 1839 Jackson County Florida Probate Record

James (1792) Forehand was recorded in a probate record for the Estate of Daniel D. Beach 1838 / 1839 Collection of Accounts. Florida Probate Records, 1787-1990 / Jackson County / Estates 1843-1852 vol. B / Image 304 of 537 images.
1840 United States Federal Census

James Forenank (Forehand)

Home in 1840 (City, County, State) Washington, Florida Territory

Free White Persons- Males- 5 thru 9

1

Free White Persons- Males- 10 thru 14
1

Free White Persons- Males- 40 thru 49
1      (b.1791- 1800)

Free White Persons- Females- Under 5
1

Free White Persons- Females- 5 thru 9
1

Free White Persons- Females- 10 thru 14
1     

Free White Persons- Females- 15 thru 19
1

Free White Persons- Females- 30 thru 39
1      (b. 1801-1810)

Free White Persons- Females- 5 thru 9
1
Total Free White Persons


9

Washington County Florida State Census 1845 Index

James Forehand is also recorded in a Florida State Census five years after the Federal Census report of 1840 for the same county.

Holmes County Tax Roll 1849

James (1792) Forehand is recorded in the Holmes County Tax Roll for 1849. The family did not show up on the 1848 Tax Roll for Holmes County. Source: E. W. Carswell's book: Holmsteading Holmes County- Transcript of 1849 Tax Roll.
1850 Federal Census Holmes County Florida
James Forehand

Age 60

Birth Year abt. 1790

Birthplace South Carolina

Home in 1850 Division 3, Holmes, Florida

Name                            
Age

James Forehand

60

Jane Forehand


30

Randal Forehand

9

Rebecca Forehand

7

Susan Forehand

4

Philip Forehand

2

William Forehand

1

Scrip Warrant Act of 1850

Land Transaction Date: 12/01/1853
The United States of America

To all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting:

Whereas, In pursuance of the Act of Congress, approved September 28th, 1850, entitled “An Act granting Bounty Land to certain Officers and Soldiers who have been engaged in the Military Service of the United States,” Warrant No. 68,126 for 40 acres, issued in favor of James Forehand  Private in Captain Cantey’s Company South Carolina Militia, War 1812.

In Testimony Whereof, I, Franklin Pierce PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, have caused these Letters to be made Patent, and the Seal of the General Land Office to be hereunto affixed. GIVEN under my hand, at the City of Washington, the First day of December in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty three and of the Independence of the United States the seventy-eighth.

Military Warrant

Land Transaction Date: 01/16/1860

THE UNITED STATE OF AMERICA

To all to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting:

Whereas, In pursuance of the Act of Congress, approved March 3, 1855, entitled “An Act in addition to certain Acts granting Bounty Land to certain Officers and Soldiers who have been engaged in the military service of the United States,” there has been deposited in the GENERAL LAND OFFICE, Warrant No. 84,741 for 120 acres in favor of James Forehand Private Captain Cantey’s Company South Carolina Militia, War 1812.

In testimony whereof, I, James Buchanan PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, have caused these Letters to be made Patent, and Seal of the General Land Office to be hereunto affixed. GIVEN under my hand at the City of Washington, the Sixteenth day of January in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty and the Independence of the United States the Eighty Fourth. 

1860 Federal Census Holmes County Florida
Head of Household: James Forehand

Age: 65

Birth Year: abt. 1795

Birth Place: South Carolina

Home in 1860: Holmes, Florida

Post Office: Cerrogorda

Name                    




 Age

James Forehand




65

Joanah Forehand (Johana)



42

Rebecca Forehand




17

Susan J. Forehand




15

Philip Forehand




13

William Forehand




11

Johnathan Forehand (Jonce Albert)


9

Mary Forehand




8

Coley Forehand (Lucretia Caroline)


5

No Name Forehand (Thomas Aaron Forehand)
1
Many Other Postoffices Existed Briefly

Canebrake- 1858 to 1867. Postmasters: Daniel M. Baker, May 18, 1858; William G. Yelverton, February 2, 1859; James M. Townsend (recent postmaster at Anderson’s Mill), October 13, 1859; James M. Forehand, June 16, 1860, and Lewis Pearce, January 22, 1867. This office was initially in Coffee County, Alabama, but continued just inside Florida following an Alabama-Florida border adjustment. Source: Holmesteading, The History of Holmes County, Florida E.W. Carswell.
1870 United States Federal Census

Holmes County, Florida / Post Office Miller

Name                               
           Age

Joanna Forehand


48

Susan Forehand


24

William Forehand


20

Johnson Forehand


17

Mary J. Forehand


15

Lucretia C. Forehand

13

Thomas A. Forehand

10

Jasper N. Forehand


06

James (1792) Forehand does not show up on the 1870 U.S. and his wife was listed as head of house. His last child was born 1864; therefore, we can deduce that James was living in 1863.

The Forehand Family History by Fran Walters:
 
James Forehand, my great-great grandfather, was born about 1790 in South Carolina. As a young man he had visited the Gulf Coast as a sailor and decided to make his home in Florida. He settled at Wise's Bluff in Walton County. His wife was Joanna Coates Fulford, born in 1820 in Lowndes County Georgia. They traded at Campbellton, crossing the river at Douglass Ferry and made the long trip by ox cart. They had moved to Holmes County by 1849 as they are listed on the Tax Roll for that year. Their children and dates of birth are as follows: Randal 1841, Rebecca 1843, Susan 1846, Philip 1848, William 1849, Thomas Aaron December 25, 1850, Jonce 1851, Mary 1852, Lucretia 1855 and Jasper (Newt) 1864. James served as postmaster at the post office at Cane Brake in Holmes County from 1860 to 1867. He apparently died before 1870 as Joanna is listed as head of household in the Holmes County Census that year and also in 1880. Their place of burial is unknown but more than likely is in Holmes County. Uncle Doris Forehand says he remembers his grandpa Aaron talk of James as a prizefighter and says he was called "Ole Pap". On Nov. 6, 1893, Thomas Aaron Forehand, my great-grandfather, homesteaded 160 acres of land in Holmes County which was given to him by President Grover Cleveland. In that same year (according to Grandma Dollie Forehand in the News Herald on August 4, 1976) Aaron built a log cabin for his family. That cabin is now located at the Junior Museum in Bay County. Aaron's son, Ruel, and his wife, Dollie, later resided in the cabin and their daughter, Lois, was born there. Thomas Aaron married Harriett Lolley of Holmes County, FL, born January 25, 1860. She was the daughter of Henry and Margaret Lolley of Holmes County. Aaron served with his brother Jonce in Grantham's Home Guard Company during the War Between the States. These men were either too old or too young for Army service and engaged largely in guarding the crossing of the rivers and creeks and taking care of the communities from the raids of deserters. Aaron and Harriett's children and dates of birth are as follows: Rachel 1878, Randall 1884, Ruel Elijah 1888, John Wesley 1890, Calla Viola 1895 and Malinda 1903. Aaron died December 27, 1928, and Harriett died March 15, 1930. They are both buried in the Bethlehem Church cemetery in Bonifay. Aunt Bea Weathermon remembers her grandmother Harriett as "loving cats and fruit trees" and "she always wiped my nose before she kissed me." She remembered her grandpa Aaron as always being cool and calm. "Homespun folks" she says. Aunt Docia Courtney remembers a lesson she learned from her grandma Harriett. She had caught some children eating mulberries from a tree in her yard. She broke off all the lower limbs, ate the mulberries herself, and forbid the children to eat anymore. On October 28, 1906, My grandpa, Ruel Forehand, married Doll Ona Elizabeth Pitts in Holmes County. She was born January 7, 1890, to Liddie Pitts, daughter of Isaac and Louisa Wright Pitts, and granddaughter of Benjamin and Surrenia Cowart Pitts. In 1909, Grandpa Ruel bought 80 acres of land in Holmes County for the sum of $146.82. He built a small log house on the land and as the family grew larger, he built a larger house. There they raised the following family: Doris 1907, Lois 1909, Gracie 1911, Ervin 1913, Herbert 1915, Docia 1918, Burlie 1921, Bea 1923, Falmer 1925. Burlie Forehand, my dad, related to me some family history he recalls about Ruel and Dollie, his parents. Grandpa Ruel was a farmer, raising cash crops such as cotton and peanuts. He also was a woodsman, cutting logs for sawmills and crossties for railroads, and turpentined. They traded chickens, cows, and hogs for sugar and staples from the rolling store (mule and wagon). These stores regularly visited the farmers selling items such as pocket knives, sewing thread, gingham, blue denim and staples. Community socials included log rolling, where neighbors got together to cut and burn pines, and peanut shelling, where they shelled seed for the next planting. At one time early in their marriage, Grandpa and Grandma went to cut logs in Mississippi after a big storm had blown down a virgin stand of timber there. In 1932, Grandpa and Grandma's daughter, Gracie, died during childbirth. Shortly thereafter, they moved their family to Bayou George in Bay County, FL. From 1932 to 1936 they lived in five different little houses, usually owned by the people Grandpa worked for. Aunt Bea said Grandma always cleaned each house from floor to ceiling with boiling water and lye soap before they moved in making sure it was clean for her family. Next they moved to Indian Bayou in Gulf County, FL and worked turpentine until mid-1937 for H.C. Lister. Then they lived in Broad Branch for a brief period and turpentined for Bill Waller. In 1838 the family moved to Scotts Ferry in Calhoun Co, FL where Granpa cut Pulpwood and crossties. Later he sawed lumber for Kenney Lumber County of Blountstown near the Dalkeith community in Gulf County FL. Finally, Grandpa and Granma moved to Kinard, Calhoun County FL, their last home together. Grandma Dollie was uneducated but very talented and hardworking. She played a harmonica, all the old tunes such as Red River Valley or Red Wings. She buck danced and square danced. She worked in the fields with Grandpa Ruel, made all the clothes her family wore, took old clothes and patched them together to make quilts. She was a godly example and inspiration for almost a century. Grandpa Ruel was a hardworking man who provided for his family. As I remember, he loved to read his Bible and he loved rocking chairs. Grandpa died January 11, 1957. Old Grandma, as my girls called her, lived another 24 years. She died March 27, 1981. Both of them are buried in the Callaway Cemetery in Panama City, FL.
First Marriages Follow Up
Both James (1792) Forehand and Joanna Coates Forehand were married prior to their marriage around 1845. 
James (1792) Forehand was first married around 1810, according to the 1810 Lenoir, N.C. Census. James is married to his first wife until c.1844, based on the fact that James shows up on the 1850 Holmes County, Florida, Census with his first child: Susan Forehand (b. 1846) and new wife Joanna Coates Forehand (b. 1820). Joanna was approximately 30 younger than her new husband James.

The 1850 Federal Census reveals another clue about James (1792) Forehand’s first marriage. 

Name: Barnabas Dicen

Age: 43

Birth Year abt.: 1807

Birth Place: North Carolina

Home in 1850: Division 3, Holmes, Florida

Name                                Age
Barnabas Dicen


43

Miriam Dicen


45

James Dicen



21

Nancy Dicen


16

Martha Dicen


13

Evans Dicen



13

Mary Dicen



9

Jefferson Dicen


7

James Forchoud (Forehand)
22

The Biographical Rosters of Florida’s Soldiers 1861-1865, documented that James Forehand was born 1827 in Dooly County, GA.

James (1828) Forehand married Nancy Dicen (Dixon) and had the following children prior to his death c. 1864 (Civil War Casualty). 

1. Mary Forehand

2. Willis Forehand 1851-1920

3. Ashley Forehand 1852-1930

4. Elizabeth E. Forehand 1857-1932

5. John Wesley Forehand 1860-1920

6. Amos Forehand 1862-1917

7. Sugar Forehand c. 1863-Unknown

James (1792) Forehand had a second son: Richard Forehand 1832-1865. Like his brother he died during the Civil War as a casualty. Richard married Sarah Thomas (b. 1829).

Sarah Thomas was part of a community known in the Walton / Holmes County area as the “Dominicker Community” This was predominantly a mixed race of individuals that were descendants of Indian heritage. There is a website that discusses the details of the Thomas and Forehand line along with other families within the Holmes County Community. “Dominickers of Florida”: Caught Between the Races. http://www.dominickerindians.org/dominickersofflorida.htm
Richard and Sarah had the following children:

1. William W. Forehand b. 1852

2. James J. Forehand b. 1856

3. John W. Forehand b. 1858

4. Daniel H. Forehand b.1862

Joanna Coates Fulford Forehand’s First Marriage
From: The Forts <theforts@worldnet.att.net> 
Subject: Post of interest to SC/FL/AL/MS Forehands 
Date: Fri, 26 Mar 1999 10:41:45 -0500

This is part of information I shared with a Forehand Researcher in regards to Randal Forehand / Fulford in 1999:
James Forehand was born 1790 in S.C. This is given twice on the 1850, then 1860 FL Holmes Co. Census. His wife Joanna was born 1820 in GA, as was her first son, Randal.

I have been in contact with a lady from the FULFORD line that says Randal, born 1841 in GA, and his sister Rebecca, born 1843 FL, both belong to Randal FULFORD of GA (NOT to James Forehand b. 1792).

1. Randal born 1841 GA to Randal & Joanna Fulford


2. Rebecca born 1843 FL (to Randal & Joanna Fulford)


3. Three-year gap in births until Susan (James and Joanna Forehand's first child) in 1846 in FL)
 
An interesting note....Randal Forehand disappears on all records as Randal Forehand comes of age. There are no further records to support that a Randal Forehand existed. However, a Randal Fulford appears just as R. Forehand disappears. There are no Records that a Randal Fulford Jr. existed while Randal Forehand is listed with the Forehand family.

During the Civil war, Jonce and T.A. fought in the War, Where was Randal? There is a Randal Fulford fighting. Randal Fulford was listed on the original land records for Holmes Co. as living next to several
Forehand families. The Fulford researcher said that my g-g-Grandfather Thomas Forehand is found in several Fulford record, as a witness to marriages, and even signed a Fulford Pension Record. There is a
special connection here.

Joanna Coates from Lowndes Co. Ga who was married first to Randal Fulford, Sr. in 1840 and he died in 1844.

The Family of Randolph Fulford 1841 & Susan Webb 1849

The following site is the result of genealogical research by a Fulford / Whitten family researcher. There is endepth information about Randal Fulford’s Family:
http://whittenfamily.homestead.com/RandolFulford.html
Sources for Research
1. (US Army, Register of Enlistments) War of 1812
2. 1800 Clarendon, Sumter District, S.C. Federal Census

3. (US Army, Register of Enlistments) War of 1812
Resources

Family Researchers can go to the following sites for record images and documentation:

1. http://forehand-family.com/ (Forehand Family Website)
2. http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/search/ (Land Record Certificates / Images)

3. https://www.floridamemory.com/ (Site that has photos and images of the Forehand / Fulford Civil War Pension Claims)

4. http://whittenfamily.homestead.com/RandolFulford.html (Fulford / Whitten Family Website)

5. https://familysearch.org/search/collection/location/34?region=United+States+of+America&englishRegion=United+States+of+America (Florida Family Search Site)

