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CHAPI'ER I 

BACKGROUND 

Trinity County as a separate political division or the 

State or Texas was carved out of Houston County by an aot 
1 of the legislature of February 11, 18 50. As constituted 

at present, it lies between parallels thirty and thirty-two 

degrees of north latitude in the pine forest region of Ea.st 

Texas. Comprising seven hundred sixteen square miles, it 

is approxi~ately thirty miles long and t wenty-five miles 

wide. In shape the county resembles a parallelogram, but 

its boundari es follow the irregular meanderings of rivers 

and creeks. The Trinit y River forms the boundary on the 

s out hwest und the Neches on the southeast . 2 

Lying across a ridge, the county is well drained by 

t he Trinity and Nec he s Rivers and some of t heir tributaries. 

The most i mport ant of these latter streams are the Tanta

bogue, :/bite Rock, ,·thite Oak, Caney , and Kickapoo, which 

flow into the Trinity River; and the Alabama , Elm, Piney, 

and Cedar, which empty into the Neches . Other creeks found 

i n the county are the Turner, Chalk, Hackberr y, Turkey, and 

1 H. P. N. Gammel, Laws of Texas, vol. III, p. 639. 

2 By an a ct of the legislature in 18 58 a portion of the 
original county was taken from the s outhwest corne r 
and attached to ,V alker County, and in 1 8 75 the south
east corner was added to Polk County. Ibid., vol. IV, 
p . 926; vol. V, p . 453. 
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Cochina . 

The county is supplied with many springs. A number of 

them form a chain across the county from east to west . 

Some possess valuable medi cinal quali ties, testing as much 

as six and one - half gr ains of sulphur to a gallon of water, 

whi le others are entirely free from mine rals. 3catte red 

over the county, also, are numerous s mal l lakes, whi ch fur

nish a.n abundant water supply for the lumbering mil ls . 

The altitude or the county ranges from fifty to thre e 

hundred fift y feet above 3ea level . In general the surface 

is rolli ng, with here and there a range of low hills and 

some prairie land . 3everal of the creeks have along their 

banks in places slight elevations which gi ve the appearance 
3 

or low mountains, forming deep valleys and r ocky walls. 

The soils in Trinity County are mainly the typical 

s andy, forest types, but t here are also s ome excellent allu

vial valleys . Along the strea10s , whi ch often overflow, is 

found a dark fertile land . The s oil of the prairie lands 

is, for the most part , a black, stiff lime earth, and that 

or the oak uplands , a dark gray loam. On t he pine hills ls 

f ound a light sandy land with a deep subsoil of clay. There 

are deposits of chalk , salt, sulphur , and lignite coal in 
4 the county , wi th an immense quantity of sand and rock . 

3 J . A. Udden , Economic Geology , pp . 86 , 87 . 

4 Ibid., pp . 88 , 89 . 



The climate or the county is mild and moi s t, and is 

subject t o sudden changes . The warm Sllitilllers a.re modulated 

by the mo ist atmosphere . The average temperature for July 

r anges between eighty and eighty-five degrees, Fahrenheit . 

Snow seldom falls and when it doe s i t usually mel t s r ap idly . 

There are, however, rare exceptions when it lasts a day or 

two . The mean temperature tor Januar y is between fort y-five 
5 and fift y- five degr ees • 

• :o part of East Texas has more beautiful and valuabl e 

fore s ts t han Tr inity County . He re are to be f ound t our 

s pe cies of oak , three species of pine, six kinds of hi ckory , 

three varieties or magnolia, and two sort s of cedar . Grow

ing in abundan ce in every part of t he county are the elm, 

sweet gum , black gum , black jack, cottonwood , sycamor e , ash, 

boi s d'arc, pecan, and walnut . The pine timber, f r om which 

the county has received its greatest wealt h , cons ists of the 

long-leat', short-leaf, and loblolly . The virgin forests 

were practically void of a ll undergrowth, permitt i ng the 
6 

pine trees to gr ow t o i D~ense proportions . 

Among the many beautiful wild flo wers native to this 

county are t he violet, phlox , verbena, poppy, yellow jas

mine , hollyhock , sweet wi lli am , water lily , nigger head , 

woodbine, field daisy , and Indi~n paint brush . Of the 

5 Texas Almanac, 1941, p . 512 . 

6 3 . B. Buckley , Geological and Agricultural Survey of 
Texas , pp . ?6, 77. 
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flower i ng ehruc3 wt.ich a id n ma.kine t he. p i ney regi ons a 

beautiful cowitry are the dogwood, redbud , magnolia , huisache, 

and red maple . The holly , yaupon, o.nd s 1uilax are beautiful 

evergreens which grow luxuriantly throughout the county. 

The indigenous fruits gr owing in the forests a r e plums , 

blackberries, mul berrie s , huckleberries, mayhaws, black haws, 

red haws, L~ay apples, may pops, s r np e3 of many kinds, and 

persl ranons . 8 Cott on , corn , peanuts, field peas, sugar cane, 

oats, sweet and I ris h pot at oes, pumpkins , cushaws , and 

melons are t he pr incipal crops . Clover, hegari, sor ghum , 

and ~aize huve been rece ntly i ntroduced and have expanded 

as the cotton acr~age has be en red uced . There are vast 

arr.cunts of vegetables of all kinds produced for home use 

and for the ::.arket . The tomato is the l arge commercial 

crop, but peaches, pear3 , a nd figs grow to pe r fec tion and 
9 

make good market crops . 

In the forest 3 of Trinity County are f ound many kinds 

or g~~e, suc h as de er, panthe r s, wol ves , foxes, bob-cats, 

skunks, coons, oposs~~s , minks, rabbits, squirrels, and arma

dillos, some or which ar e valuable for pelt, fur, or food. 

The piney region is richl.y supplied wi t h wi l d turkey, which 

ranks next to the deer as prize game to the hunter . 

7 B. c. Tharp, Jtruoture or Texas Veget at ion East or lli 
r~inety-eighth ?,:eridlaii;" p . 46 . 

8 Ibi d ., p . 35 . 

9 Ibid ., pp . 40-43. 
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Practically all species or ducks and geese migr ate through 

this section or the state seasonally, and round at all times 

are doves and quail. Besides the game birds, the bird life 

or the county is notable tor its variety and beauty , in

cluding many songsters . Best known and loved is the mocking

bird, but others which are round in great nlmbers o.re the 

wren, blue Jay, redbird, blackbird, and whip - poor-will . 

Noteworthy, bec ause of the many legends c oncerning it, is 

t he road runne~ which is often seen on the highways . The 

great horned owl and other nembers of the owl tamil~ as 

well as a gr e at Vbriety of hawks,are found . Amone other 

unprotected birds Are t he English sparrow, buzzard, crow , 

and wood pecker . 

The Tri ni t y and Ueches Llivers abound in many kinds of 

fis h , among whic h are t he ca tfis h , buffalo, gaspergau , bass , 

and mi nno~vs. The catfish ls the most widely distribut ed, and 

many of them grow t o a o1ze of fifty t o seventy- five pounds . 

All the creeks, small streams, and lakes are also abundantly 

supplied wi th many k inds of fish, but lake fishing ls the 
10 

~oat popular for the sportsmen . 

In Trinity County are thousands of semi - wild hogs whi ch 

run on the range practically the year through . In t he aut umn 

the owners corral as many of them as wi ll be needed f or t he 

supply of me at for the ensuing year and :fat ten them on corn . 

10 Texas Game, Fish, and Oyster Col'IJJllie e ion , Bullet in Num
ber 2,, 1932 . 



Early in the twentieth century many farmers began to pay 

more attention to hog- raising, tind nu\l' have entered int o 
11 

the business on a large soale . 

The cattle or the county have been improved from those 

introduced by the Spanish and brought by t he ear ly Anglo

A.T.erican settlers . f rom the 18.llky longhorn , princ ipall y , 

bas been bred the tine rfWch anioe.l ot today . The Her eford 

is the pr edomintint animal on the range, but the s horthorn 

i s the f avored animal on the farm . The Br ahma has been 

introduced and crossed with other breeds to pr oduoe an ani

mal peculiarly adapted to this region . J~Ong the dairy 
1 2 

breed also are the Jersey , Guern2ey , und the Holst ein . 

6 

So tar in this introductory chapter an attempt has been 

made to analyze the organi zation and locution or Trinity 

County wi t h a short de3cription or ita topography , geography , 

and resources . It re• ains in this section to consider the 

hwnan interest and history wrapped up in its place- names , 

famous landmar ks , historic structures , and i mportant land 

grants . There is more in a geographi c n8.ille than col d t ype 

can indicate; and this county is particularly ri ch in the 

largely unwritten lore ot place- n8.ille origins . The n&l!es 

applied to the towns , villages, creeks , and l ake s oft en give 

an insight into the background of those who de s ignated them . 

11 Texas Almanac, 1941 , pp . 221, 222. 

12 Ibid. , pp . 21 7-220 . 



7 

A Bibli cal influence, for example, is shown in t he 

n8Iiling of the river fr~ which the county audits largest 

town took their na.Kes . In the last years of t he seventeenth 

century, Captain Alonzo De Leon led a group of Jpaniards 

acres s the plains of ::orth Texas . These explorer s were 

devout in their belief in the Trinity; that is, the union 

of three persons --the Fatuer, the Jon, and the Holy Ghost- 

in one God - head, so that all three are as one Cod ~s to 

substance, but three persons as to individualit y . .:hen 

these devout ~atholic~ Ctiille to a stream where three bran ches 

in its upper basin unite into one main river they nar.aed it 
13 the Trinity River . 

Chivalry, evidently , was a marked characteristic of 

many or the early 3ettlor3 of thi3 count~ for the map i s 

liberally besprinkled with fcuiinine names honoring maidens 

or matrons of the county, aa for inatanoe, Cent r alia and 

Cre cy . Former ho,Jes of the newco:ners ;·;ere co.;.me.norated in 

such names as 3umpter and Jelma . Literary and historical 

influences are to be noted 1n the naming of Carlisl e , Crete , 

and Friday . Jurnames or the founders were pr obably t he 

greatest source for place- na~es , as: Penningt on , Josserand , 

rtandolph, and ·•est ville . Geographic surroundings played a 

part in the designat ion of Groveton , Centerville , Glendale , 

and ,ioodlake . Often a double influence was shown i n 

13 .Fannie V.ay Barbee Hughes, Legends of Texas Hi vers , pp . 
38 , 39 . 
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selecting a place- na.:i.e ns ~cKim's Prairie, in which the sur

na.:r:.e of the found~r tmd the topogrbphy are both applied . 

Two horse thieves were put to death by being hanged from a 

limb . The 3urroundin6 co . ..Jr.unlty was called 1,ogallows . 14 an 

old slave bought a large trttct ot laud whi c h he resold in 

s:::aller lots to other !1e oea , and hls settlti ,:.ent was known 

as Nigto'Nll . Two other interesting names are Chita and 

3ebastopol . 

The cl tlzens of Trinity County have bet,n gull t y of neg

lectinc ~any placca ot historic lnt~r~st . kany landmarks, 

therefore, :u-o in rJins or hdV~ dia~ppeared e ~tirely . Under 

t~e proora;.:. of the ~ommission of Control fur Texas Centennial 

Celebrctio~o , however , marktirs were srect~u to call atten

tion to s0ce ot tocse . Fl ve tUid onti - halt' miles southeast 

of Groveton on .Jtatc E t9may 106 , for lnst1:10oe , is t he sl te 

of the tO\',n of 3umptor, which \H18 e~tablished in 1850 and 

bec~e the co'llllty s~ ut 1~ 18~4. It rtipldly de cline d after 

c. fire in 1072, whi ch dtistruyed tho courth o u se and records . 

Fifteen mi lco weot of Grov~ton on 3tbt~ liighway 94 is the 

site of ~ebustopol , wh ic h was estatlished in 1856 and named 

for u naval stetioL in Russia. I t becbL,e 011 important town 

teca~se of the rlv~r trade Lut declined after r ailroads were 

bull t through the county •15 

14 dhen the post office was established here, the spelling 
was changed to Nogalus. 

15 Texas Almanac , 1941, p . 83 . 
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There are other sites which are co:nme . .;or at ed by the 

older citizens and are fre quently pointed out by t hem. In 

this list may be ::.ientioned the old Cont r aband Tr ail, over 

which herds of cattle and ho rses were driven int o Louisiana. . 

Another is the stage line bet ween Cr ockett and Livingston, 

by which mail and passenger service were rendered . Another 

such r::ute r an between Crockett and 1:oscow. The ca.mp me et -

ing si tea at Tew ospect e.nd ~illican 's Chapel have an 

outstanding int erest . The burying grounds of the Ind ians 

in the Big Thioket , 16 the .1.1t. L. ion Cemetery , and the grave

yard at w. illican 's Chapel are worthy of being honored . In 

addition there are so.ne we ll-remembered swi :uming holes e.nd 

picnic ground s scattered over the county, the race tracks 

at Trinity, and Pennington ' s t our naruent line , which have 
l? been places of happy ~emeries for sever al de cades . 

As noted above, Tr inity County has he.d several outstand

ing structures , but the ~aterials used wer e not durable . Al

t hough non-existent at present , s ome of tbe IB ar e wort hy of 

16 This area has been described by Royal Dixon in "Plant 
and Ani mal Life in East 'l'exas" as the "land of per
petual r o~an ce, covering appr oximat ely e. million acres 
of land in East Texos and as yet little disturbed by 
the hands of man . " T . c. Ri chardson, editor , East 
Texas, Its Histor y and lts Makers, vol . 11, p . ~ . 

l? The info r mation re gardi ng historic sites was s e cur6d in 
a personal interview with C. J . Sh ields , Trinity, Texas. 
3ubsequent citations of thi s nature will be indicated 
as Personal Interviews, folloVled by the name and ad
dress of the person concerned, as for example , Personal 
Int erview, C. J . Shie lds, Trinity, Texas. 
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mention here. At Pennington a monument was erected in 1936 

to mark the si t e of the Pennington Academy , the first insti 

t ution of higher learning in Trini t y County . Atter the 

founding of 3am Houston Normal Insti t ute at Huntsville in 

1879 , it was closed. 18 The double - pen log cabin erected at 

Sumpter as t he hoce ot Soloman Adat1s, r.hi ch was t he 30St 

imposing residence in the count y , should be listed as one 

or the county ' s histo ric s t ructures. The first courthouse 

and the first jail , erected in 1854, have been described in 

f ull detail by the old settlers who helped in the buildine . 

The plan for the jail is, perhaps , the only ono ot its t rpe 

ever used . The Trinity County lw:iber Company ' s mi ll, built 

at Gr oveton in 1882, was until 1900 the l arges t one i n the 
19 

entire Sout h and,when it closed in 1930 , wns t he oldest . 

The Four Pines Farm , a model fa home built in 1918 by Mrs . 

Helen Kerr Thompson in connection wit h her No odlnke pr oje ct, 

is of special interest t o those who ar e t r ;ing t o inprove 

farming conditions. The bath house at Sulphur Springs, near 

Trinity, was crude in appearance and l asted for only a short 

t ime , but it is remembered by many es a place of ha ppy memo

ries . The stat ely bridge over the Tr1nity River s ix miles 

south of the t own or Tri nit y and the i mposing post office 

building within t he town ere most noticeable recent addi tions 

18 Personal Interview, H. A. Holly , Pennington, Texas. 

19 Re cords of the Trinity County Lumber Company, Groveton, 
Texas . 
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to the county's historic structures . 

It see~s appropriate t o list in connection wi th Trinity 

County 's fa.I!lous land.uark3 and histori c structures a te,, ot 

its early and i mportant land grants and surveys . 'l'he county 

is included in the Joseph Vehlein colonization grant which 
20 was conferred by the ~exicau GovernDent in 1827 . 3ev~ral 

surveys ;vere afterwards m!t.de tro::i. this c;runt to would-bc

colonizers . ~he ~oat important of these was a l eague or 
land ceded in 1835 to !.!aria Guad a l upe De Castro , o. widow 

21 with two children, by the state of Coahuila and o~as . 

Anot her import~nt survey made in tht 3~~0 ye!il" and b7 the 

sa:r:e !i utt.ori ty cons l::Jtod of a leu~e of land allowed I'edro 

Jose., :;a.re . Jose .-:;hopa also re cel vod a leagu~ ot lwid trow 
22 

the ~ex1cat authorities 1n 1835 . These grants ~ere used 

by roving hunters und other3 in search of adventure. k3 

early as 1840, G. "1 ''fi lson oe cured ti tlos to u large tract 

of land on which the town ot Trinity wao late:::- loct1.tcd . 

This be cane known aa the .'lil3on Survo:r . On tho rert l e 

prairie lends in tho northeastern purt. of tho count~ Daniel 

Dailey settled in 1852, cleared h1a titl e t o s ovoral t housand 

acres of land, nnd 1n turn sold it t o thosfj seeking homes in 

t his location . It is r ecorded as the Dailey Surve y . 23 

20 Louis J . Wort ham , History of Texas , vol . I, p . 186 . 

21 Translation of Empresario Contracts, vol . I I , Re cor ds 
of Land Tit les , r:umber 969 . 

22 _!lli. , Numbers 1015 and 1223 . 

23 Deed Records , Book B, pp. 178 and 426 . 



t ers not to t uv rloo ed, b ca s they, too, claim i m-

port .ce as ton sits, ill sites, or bot ar the ohn 

Johnson , J . 

Har in, 

r er, . Bbilllgartham, e a.fosse , 

n He...::.i lt.on veys . 4 

24 ffice i es of the ax Assessor-Collector , rinity 
County . 

l Z 



CHAPI'ER II 

INDI AN lilsrORY 

The hi story of the Indians of Trinity Gou.ut i s a.Ll 

int egral part ot the history ot the I.ndlan3 ot has t Te.xus 

in general . Chronologically, tho star, of the In itiIIB of 

t his reg1 on talls into t wo parts ; ti rat, t hose who ptissed 

fr an the s cene before the con:.ing of the fi rat v1hl t e ill b.li , 

l eaving t o archaeologists the only evidence of ttt:.l r t. tls 

t ence ; and secondly, the t r ibes li ving wlthlL tt.e pr esent 

bound s ot t his count y when white men ca11,e . I t is a .nat ter 

ot r egret, however, that t here is Jo littl e av~i lable in.f or

mation concerning the inhab1t!1Ilts of the co1.U1t y prlur t o the 

advent of the tirAt white ~en . Ever; ev~llabl~ source has 

bee n sought with little e.dvantuge . It i:J knowu , how1;.ver , 

ttiat olimate and plant and aninal llt'CJ 1,ade t :.i o tt.:r 1 tury 

a mor e than habitable reP,ion, and it ls bcll~veQ tl.w.t t hbrb 

wer e people her e lone before reco r ded history . J c~tter6d 

over t he count y are e numbe r of moundo which hav<; bt: en at

tributed to the Indians living 1n or wandering over t hi a 

s ection of t he s t at e et aoie unknown time . Fr ow oue of 

t hese mounds near t he town of Tr init y wer e t aken arr ow poi nts, 

knives, axes, and s hells; in t he vi c inity or Pennington one 

was fo und to cont ain br oken pieces of pott er y , arrow- heads , 

carved s t ones, and shel ls; and simi lar art1oles were taken 
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out ot those around Apple Springs. Jeveral caves whi ch have 

been discovered along narrow streams, where the banks are 

high and steep , are thought to be the work of Indians living 

here before the coming of the white settlers. Although it 

cannot be proved by whom these mounds and caves were made , 

indications are that whoe ver did rr.ake them were considerably 

advanced in civilization. A very old lady living within the 

city limits of Trinity hired a colored man to dig in he r 

yard where she believed were buried valuable lndian treasures. 

The old Negro worked faithfully tor days under her keen and 

observing eyes. One a.fternoon she was called to her tele

phone and talked for several minutes. ,/hen she returned to 

her charge, he informed her that he had decided to quit. An 

officer was called to search the old Negro, as she concluded 

that the treasure had been uncov~red during her absence, and 

t his was the reason for h6r workma.rl~qu itting the job . The 

officer failed to find the hidden valuables and the matter 
1 

was dropped . 

As has been noted , in the extreme western part of the 

county ls a small stream known as Tantabogue Creek. This 

rivulet was named for the tribe of Indians who lived on its 

banks as early as 1790. These Tantabogue Indians were be

lieved t o be a bra r: ch of the great Caddo family , knoVln as 

the Heinai Indians . 2 As the white people settled in the 

l Personal Interview, the late 1:re . Jane Alston, Trini ty. 

2 Handbook of American Indians, Bureau of knerioan Et hnology , 
Bu!IetlnNo . 30, p . isO. 
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county , the Indians moved we stward . They lived in permanent 

abodes, til l ed t he soil, and maintained a rather high cul

tural state . lloreover, t hey v,ere always peaceful and 
3 

friendly . 

At a very early date a tribe of' Indians known as the 

Alabamas located on a small stream in the s outheastern por

tion of' t he county. They lived, tor t he most part, by hunt

ing and cultivating small patches of' Indian corn, beans, and 

melons. They buil t log huts and had some live stock . 4 It 

was at this stage of civilization that they were found by 

whi te settlers in 1844. The older citizens of the county 

reme~ber them as a peaceable tribe who gave no trouble. 3ome 

think t hat t hey later migr&ted to Oklahoma, whi le othe rs 

believe that they moved westward whe re t he ir identity as a 

tribe was lost . J few are of the opi nion that these Indians 

rett.rned to the group or ilabamaa in the Big Thi cke t, and 
5 were later placed in a reservation in Polk County. 

Bet we en the Alabamas and the Tantabogues was another 

tribe, known as members of the Kickapoo f amily . They migrated 

to Trinity Count y at some unknown date and set tled on a small 

cree k whi ch was named for them. These Indians easily made 

fr iends wi th the wh i t e people wi t h whom they c ar.ue in c ontaot, 

and wi t hin the limitations of thei r superstitions r emained 

3 Personal Interview , W.rs. L:aud McGar, Trinit y , Texas. 

4 Handbook of Ar~e rican Indians, p . 253. 

5 Personal Interview, ll i ll Gates, Tr init y , Texas. 
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on good terms . It is fairly certain that they later dr ift ed 
6 northward to the Indian Territor y . 

Early settlers say that there was little var iation among 

the dialects or the three groups . 1:s.nners and cus t oms were 

similar, but ea ch group remained much t o i t self . The tri be s 

associated as freely wit h the white people as they di d wi t h 

other Indians . Ea ch clan had its chief, hel d i t s pow- wows 

and its religious ceremonies, but ne ver united fo r t hem . 

They wore t he ir native dress, ate wild uncooked food , and 

clung to thei r many superstitions. 

The homes of these Ind ians were usually sn:all log hut s . 

The cracks were fi l led with mud and woss . In t hese di r t 

floored hove l s there we re no windows, but, as a rule , ea ch 

had four doors . In some cases the y bu ilt tepees wh ich wer e 

also Ga de of pine poles . These me t at the top and s pread 

out circularly on the ground v;hich formed the floo r . 7 

The wome n and children remained at home t o ti ll t he 

fields and gardens while the men hunted and fishe d. ~aoh 

individual posse ssed such pe r sonal propert y a s a pony , s ever al 

guns, many bows and arr ows , numerous kni ves, t wo or t hre e 

blankets , and a great many hat chets and t omahawks . The 

s quaws made blankets of t he moss gat her ed f r om tree s, bas kets 

of the wild cane and bark of trees , vases, bowls, and cups 

6 Handbook of .~e ri can Indians , p . 191. 

7 Personal Interview , Nalt er 8oot t, Tr ini t y , Texas . 
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or gourds, and many articles ot pottery from clay. Allot 

these ~ere readily bought by the white people and sent back 

to relatives and frietds in the states from which they had 

CO!:".e. 

In each Indian coa;munity was a burying ground . Their 

funeral was e. serious and sole;;in occasion . For a coffin they 

cut down a ~reen tree comparable in size to the deceased 

individual . A section s omewhat longer than the pe rs on to be 

burled was cut orr and split into two pieces . Each piece 

was hewed out t o rtake a apace tor the body . Then the corpse 

and as ~uch food and personal belongings as could be crammed 

in were put into one-half of the hewn log and covered with 

the other . A grave was dug and the log casket lov,ered into 

it. As the dirt was thrown into the hole the braves tramped 

it down with their feet . During this procedure they sang 

weird songs, or made uncanny sounds with their mouths . This 

continued ror hours or as long as dirt could be packed in 
8 the grave . 

A st ory is told or Old Joe I a brave from the Ki ckapoo 

tribe, who , ror some unknown reason, shot a woman in the toot 

with his bow and arrow. .. hen the er t rue was reported t o his 

chief the accused was tried by the clan and ostrac ized . M 

ter all other lndiane had drifted out ot the count y, Old Joe 

continued t o live in the bottoms or Kickapoo Creek . Twi ce a 

8 Personal Intervi ew , Nill Gates, Trinity, Texas . 
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yea:r he appeared a t t he towns and commun iti e s t o sell the 

blanke t s , bas kets, and bowls wh ich he had made . Ile always 

rode his paint pony and stayed unt il al l his wa:r es had been 

s old . 

Jo long as t hey remained in Trin i t y Count y the Indians 

::r. ade s eni - annual trips t o the larger settle:i.ents t o dispose 

of hand - made mL rchandise . They went also t o the far~ing 

districts and t o t he newly sett led communi tie s in order to 

secure wor k . The br a ves hi red out t o clear the land, to 

make fences, and t o build huuses . The s quaws wo r ked a.round 

the house . Cn t hese journeys t he r;..en rode ponies, taking 

t he baggage and Smtill children; while the wow en wa lkud and 

carried their babies on their btioks . The, always traveled 

in a si ngle file and at a s pe cified distance apar t. 

'either the co unty nor the state provided schools f or 

t he lndians; but t he br aves taught th e boys t o ride , hunt, 

and fish . The gi r ls learned t o work the small patches of 

l and , to cake blankets and baskets , and t o keep silent. 

Ea ch seemed to know how t o attend to his own afftiirs tind to 

be friend l y and peaceable . :;one could. read or wr i t e but al l 

l ear ned t o count and ,:.ake change . 

The early whi te set tlers rc oul l so rue of the s uperst i

ti ons of the Indians of t his count y . The sun and mo on had 

a deep influence upon t hem . If i t r aine d while the sun s hone , 

the evil spirit, the y bel i e ved , was dis t ur bing t he dead; 

this lileo indi ca t ed tha t the re would be rain t he f oll owing 



day. To see the new moon through the brush was a bad omen, 

but to look at it over the left shoulder was sign of good 

luck. for the best results seeds ·...-ere to be planted at cer

tain changes or the moon . A thick shuck on corn presaged a 

cold inter; if the shuck was thin, the winter would be mild . 

The ho· ling or a dog or the hooting of an owl was a warning 

or evil. ~he first c of the katydid for etold the coming 

or frost. To kill a snake and turn its stowach up to the 

swi wot..ld bring rain. 

They had queer reoedies t oo . ~ul lein leaves cooke d 

with honey from the wild bees made an excellent cough syrup ; 

tea made from the ~anure or goats and chi ckens cured • nny 

ailments; while a poultice ffiade of leaves from pea ch trees 

frequently was used on wounds . The lndian chief blew his 

breath in the face of the new- born baby t o preve nt illness; 

t he sole of the father's moc casin was burned fl.Ild the ashes 
g 

d~sted on the baby to cure the hi ves . 

g .Personal Interview·, H. A. Holly, Pennington, Texas. 



CHAPI'ER III 

1 ARLY 3 ETT U:. .fil;'f 3 

Attention now turn s to a new phase in the hist ory of 

Trinity County. .;.s was noted in c hapter o ne, a contract was 

oad e by the ~exican Gove r n~ent with JOS6ph Vehlein in 1827 

f or the colonizati on o f t wo hundred f umi lies . The ruture 

'!' ri ni t County Y/63 included i n this gra!lt . The con tract was 

not fulfilled; al t hough in 1335 other gr Hnts were mad e fro~ 
l it, none was consu:uated . Fr o~ 1835 to 1840, however, this 

general a re a ~as inhabited by rovi ng hunttrs and adventurers 

who , characteristically, remained but a short while and passed 

on . A decade later men caue with their fex:.ilies looking for 
2 perma~ent places of abode . 

!.'.any motives prorJpted these emigrants to leave their 

homes in the older s t ate s end come to Texas. It seems neces

sary et this point t o mention a few of these reasons in order 

to under stand vmy Trinity County later was settled by a great 

number of these groups . 

Times had been very hard in the United Jtates between 

1837 and 1 941 so th Ht many persons failed in business or 

found it difficult t o make ends meet . The annexation ot 

l Gemmel, Laws of Texas , vol. I , p. 103. 

2 George L. Crocket , !.!!.2_ Centuries in~ Texas, p . 76. 
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Texas to the t nited St ates and the triumphant conclusion or 

the ~•exican ,, induced many other people, me.inly from Ala-

bama, Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, ?/1ss1ssipp1, 

and Tennessee, to co• e to Texas. Attor the battle of Gettys 

burg and the siege ot Vicksburg dur1~ the ~ erican Civil 

t,ar, Texas became a mecca tor planters troo 1.'. ississipp1 and 

Louisiana . From 1854 to 1869 the State ot Texas had permitted 

each railroad company t o survey and receive sixteen sections 

of land for e ach mile or road constructed with the under

standing t h~t t he c OC1;:, a.ny was t o dlsposo or tlle land within 
3 a spec i fied time. To carry out this order there were ~il-

lions of acres of land throughout the state offered for sale 

at extremely lov: prices. 

After enter i ng Texas, nu:nbers of emigrants were attrno

ted to Trinity County by the fertilit y of its soil and its 

abundant supply of ·:,ood and water. The Trinity and t~eohes 

rli vers prov1 ded excellent outlets to tho Gulf of ):.e.xico and 
4 

the wild ga~e and plants furnishe d adequate food . Anot her 

incentive was the excellent prospect for r ail transportation, 

which, it was belie ved, would bring prosperity to the county . 

Business and professional men rushed into the count y until 

it became a prominent section . '" large number of this group 

came fro m other states but the greater part cume from adjoini ng 

3 Gammel, Laws of Texas, vol . VI , p . 485 . 

4 . Lewis ,, • Newton and Her bert P . Gambrell, Jooit1l !!1£ 
Political History of Texas , pp . 81, 82 . 
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Texas counties . By 1870 railroad c ompanie s had thousands of 

acres of land in Trinity County which they we re offering for 

sale as lots, homes, and tarills . Also homesteads and land 

could be sect.red for army service and by preemption titles . 

For these reasons a tide of A;r,e rican i ;;unigration started in 

the middle forties and continued to flow into Tr inity Count y 
5 

in an ever increasing vol ume . 

In so tar as i s known, the first pe anent white set

tler within the bounds of Trinity County was Jesse James, 

fo erly of 3umpter , Alabama, who located on rtlab~a Cr eek 6 

in 1844 . He was joined the next year by a former neighbor , 

J ohn Gallion, who bought from the Indians live s t ock and 

whatever improvements they possessed . T . L. Treavatham , a 

weal thy slave-holder for whom this settlement WtiB named, was 

next t o locate here . 11 ith his slaves he opened an ext ensive 
7 

cotton plantation. 

Letters from these early settlers soon induced some of 

their reletiv~s and friends in Alabama to join the m in Texas . 

In 184 8 and 1849, consequently, Soloman Adw.is , Benjamin 

5 For the information regarding the attractions to sett l ers 
coming to Trinity County see a spe cial edition of The 
Trinity County Star , 1'.arch 31 , 1905, which coropris~an 
account ot Tr1n~County prepared by E. K. Phillips. 
Subse quent refe r ences to this wil l be refer red t o as 
Trinity County Star . 

6 Thia settler was the uncle for whom the notorious bandit , 
Jesse Jamea, was named . The location of his settlement 
was noted in chapt er t wo . 

7 Personal Interview, the late Charles ,iillis , Grovet on, 
Texas . 
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.E.llis, James .t.'.ar sh, 'ind c. C. Taliaferro, Henry ,l ard, and 

Robert ,, right set out with their families, slaves , and huuse 

hold good9 for Trinity County. 8 

Solocan Adams pree~pted land upon whi ch the town or 

3umpter was later built . Ir::mediately after the county was 

organized he, James, Gallion, Ellis, and 1ard were appointed 

to loc ate a center point and lay oft a section of land as a 

town site whi ch would beco~e the count y seat . The n8Lle 

chosen wa s Sumpter, in co:n:temoration of their home in Ala

bama . Lots were sold at public auction and the proceeds 
9 

used to erect the necessary public buildings . 

Sumpter now had become a primitive village . Adams had 

built a double-pen log house which he used as a hotel and 

store . The next busines s house t o go up was a combination 

blacksmith shop and saloon owned and operated by Robert 

wright. The citizens we re high- minded and progressive . They 

s oon erected the county's first court ho u se, the jail, and 

the post office; o.nd they succeeded in establishing a stage 

line whi ch gave both mail and passenger service . ,r illia.m 

Rogers built a cot ton gin whi ch added mu ch to the prosper i ty 

of the community . Followi~ the construction or a saw and 

grist nill, log cabins began to gi ve way to a better type of 

8 Personal Interview , the late ~rs . Callie Randol ph crow, 
Triul ty , Text:is . 

9 General l and Office Files of Records of Ce r tified Copies 
of Patents of 3umpter, section 40, pp. 131-133 . 
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houses. The old courthouse was replaced with a more pre 

tentious frB..c..le structi...re and furnished wi th new and modern 

furniture . A. large frame bui lding was erected by the 1:asons 

or the count y for a ~asonic Hal l , the lower floor or which 

was used for church and school purposes . Another saloon and 

tenpin ailey was built on the adjoining lot . The Eureka 

Hotel went up in competition to the Ade.ws House, and the 

tc,,vn took on t he proportions or a thriving inland ci t y . 

Plans were made for the construction or a railroad through 

the county wi th Sumpter as a division point , but before t his 

wo r k got under way r 'LL.!lblings or the Civil 1/ar v:ere heard and 

the pr oject was dropped . Then foll owed a period of depres

sion fro~ which the town never recovered . In 1868 a fire 

destroyed t he courthous e and all records and did lliUCh dam 

age to t he entire town; while in 18 70 the county seat was 

moved fro~ t he r 6 to Pennington. It was t hen clear that Sump

ter, the once prosperous town and seat of justice , was 

doomed . lo 

In 1 948 Dave Chandler rounded East Prairie in what is 

naN the eastern portion or Tr inity County . He with G. P. 
11 Bean , Hambric Dial, and later settlers engaged i n farming 

and sto ck r ai sing . A fe w ot them owned slaves whom they used 

10 See a c olumn entitled "Memoirs , " pr epar ed by D. H. Hami l
ton, whi ch a ppeared in The Trinit y Count y News , Octo be r 
15 , 1927 . Subsequent citat ions to this column wil l be 
made according to the newspaper and dat e . 

11 G. P . Bean was a first cousin of t he renowned Peter El lis 
Bean . 
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on cotton plant ations . The post off ice cre ut ~d fo r t hi s 

settle::.ent in 1854 v.as known a.s r- ogal lows f or r eas ons which 
12 have been explained . 

In 1349 the Honorable Y. ,, • Randol ph, f rom .:>elma , Ala 

t h hi s lar ge family founded a s et tleM.ent known e ven

tually a3 the Rando lph Co::.munity . Farru ing was the leading 

interest there; but J . ~ - Evans operated u saloon wh i l e L. 

' cClendon, a young doctor also fro~ Jelma , Alabama , conducted 

a drug b~siness and practiced wedicine . 

In l d58 Callie aandol ph, daughte r of the rounder of the 

coIIllLun l ty which bore her na;..e , ~arrie d R. D. Cr ow , a sawmi l l 

ouerator and rarr.uer living near Jumpt er . The part i cular ar ea 

in which t he newl y- weds buil t t heir howe was bount i f ull y s up 

plied with wild crab- app l e t r ee s and s pr ings of cl ear, cool 

water . 3o they cal led the s ettleraent pp l e Spr ings . It 

grew r ap idly, and soon included a general s t or e or two , three 

or four saloons , a blacks:uit h shop , t he un ion church building 

which al s o s erved as a s choolhouse , and in due t ime a ceme-
13 tery . 

J..s early as 1845 Colonel Danie l Dai ley se cur ed tit l e t o 

a large tra ct of land in that port ion of Hous t on Count y 

which later became a part of Tr ini t y . J . 1 . Baumgart haro 

12 Pe rsona l Interview, John St ey, Hunt s v ille, Texa s . 

13 Personal Interview , the late J... r s . Cal l ie Randol ph Crow, 
Trinity , Texas 
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14 
acquired t he land adjoining the Dailey tract on the east. 

The ensuing settle~ent was then called Tyler Prai r ie ; but in 

1854, when Hi ll Pennington bought t he fi rst lot in the newly 

surveyed town site, the name was changed to Pennington. Those 

early settlers were progressive and bui lt wi t h a view to 

permanence . They set before t hemselves lofty ideals end 

sought to fulfill their a.:nbitiona . This was accomplished i n 

part by the founding of Penn ington ftCademy, a co-educational 

i~stitution authorized by the Legislature of TextlS to issue 

de ees in arts and sciences . 15 Dr. D. W. Steele,who was 

cho sen to direct the affairs of the s chool, pr oved to be a 

capable acbinistrator . From its begi r..n ing the a cademy was 
16 a s uccess and drew students from e large area of East Texas . 

From 1870 to 1872, and again from 1874 to 1882, Penning

ton, a prosperous farming and trade area and the leading 
17 educational center, was the county seat of Trinity Count y . 

In addition to the towns and communities which have 

been ~ent ioned, by 1854 a nwnber of river boat towns had 

sprung up in the county. The first and mos t important of 

these was Sebastopol, founded by ,alliam LcKim, who in 1850 

located on a large tract of tht Trinity River bottom lands 

14 Deed cte cords of Trinit y County , Book B, pp . 343, 366 . 

15 Gammel, La~s ct Texas , vol. IV , pp . 511, 604 . 

16 Personal Interview, !'rs. John Jt Y, Huntsville, TeXtlB. 

17 Gammel , ~ ot Texas, vol. IV , p . 878 . 
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and eng5ged i n farI:11ng and sto ck raising . He saw the need 

or a landing fo r the boat s which wer e making f r equent trips 

up t his waterway. So he :noved nee.r the banks and opened a 

general m£.rchandise s tor e and na. .. ed the po rt .3ebas topol. 

,ihen the town had r eached 1 ts zenith there were several 

general stor e s . t hr ee or four gr ocery stor es. a drug store. 

a post offi ce. a nu:nbe r of warehouses. many saloons . several 

wharves . a union church. a school , end many homes . 

Other Tr init y 1i ver boat towns to grow up were .Alford ' s 

Bluff, Chalk Blut' t • Dunken 3hoals, and Ryan ' s Fer ry; wh ile 

Eso~ 5 111 was loc ated on the 'e ches . As t he river trade 

boozed s o did the ge t owns; but when the las t boa t car.1e up 

in 1378 , there began a period or decline fo r t hese import ant 

co.rune rclal cent e r s a nd event ually all or them disRppeared 
18 

f r om the l..!llp . 

The to.,,n of Tr in1 ty • located in the s outhwest e r n cor ner 

of the count y. had its beginning in the late :t'lf t ie s • whe n 

James /111 1w:i Kai s e r wi t h his large f amily settled on the 

pr airie lands nort h of the Tr ini t y Ri ver and began a success 

ful rar mi ~ business . At f irs t it was known &a Kai ser ' s 

Prai r ie . Other sett lers soon t o fol l ow were J . P . Bbrnes . 

Cal vin El l iott , Benje.min Cibson . Geor ge B. Harri s . Dr own and 

Bob 1'ar tin , Geor ge Ramey , and R. T . ,/ a l ker . Until 1870 , 

when i t was made a division po i nt on t he int ernational and 

18 Personal Interview , H. I . Phi l lipa , Car lis l e . Texas. 
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Great .1 orthern Rs ll ro'id, which h8d been completed t hrough 

the county, Trinity 's prosperit y was due to its ta ing and 

stock raising industries. In 1872 a branc h or t he ~issouri, 

Kansas , and Texas rtailroad crossed the county from east to 

west and established offices in the town. This res ulted, 

of course, ic furthe r growt h or the communit . In fact, 

Trinity beceze the county seat in 1873 . 19 The change , how

ever, did not prove satisf act or y . A.a a r esult or the county

wide election held in October, 1874, the seat of justice 
20 was moved back to Penni ngton. 

The to~n of Centralia, whi ch oarr,e i nt o existence in 

1873, was established in a fertile ta ing district in the 

northeastern part or the count y , between Elm and Cedar 

Creeks . Preston Ainswort h , the fi rst settler, secured title 

to the land and sold some or it to Frank and Amos Gibson, 

who were responsible tor mu ch of t he town 's developl!1ent. 

Charles Cochren put in the first general store about the 

same tir::e that Iahal!I Standley. opened a saloon. Dr . J . ·.-1 . 

Bowoan was the physician , and Judge Arthur Barney the legal 

adviser for the conmunity . Other early s6ttlers who became 

prominent citizens in ttis neighborhood were four br others, 

A. B., A. J ., 1 . B., and X. D. Aomaok. These farmer s depen

ded upon corn and cotton as t heir st ap l e crops . Later they 

19 Personal Intervi ew , ~alter Scott, Trinity , Texas . 

20 Gammel, Laws or Texas , vol . VI II , pp. 72. 
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tried the fruit md trucking business but continue d to r ai se 

an abundant suppl y of feed t or the great number of horses, 

cattle, and hogs whi ch they r a ised . 21 

Cne or the ~ost prosperous but le as t known villages in 

Trinity County is Nigt own , a small rarill ing community e3tab

lished in 1 8?3 by a progressive group of ex- slaves under 

the leadership of Jeff Carter • .uthough born under the 

hand icap of s lavery , Carter by hard wor k succeeded in se

curing ~ fairly good educ uti on . In NigtO\'iil he organized a 

school fo r both the children fllld the adult3 of the neighbor

hood . He taught the school himself until his death in 1905. 

Two of his s 0ns bec 0.Jne Vethodist pr ea chers and the majority 

of his settlers were highly respe ct ed by t he wh it e people . 

The farms were well planned; fine cattle end hogs were 

brought in, and an excel l ent poultry business began . A 

high 3tandard of living has been maint ained throughout the 

years by the l~egroes in t his cor:munl t y . 22 

The Chita settlement on Caney Creek , in the southwest

ern section of the county, was founded in 1878 by J . A. 

Parker . A. J.l . DeLa:t'osse came t o this community an d s e cured 

a title to much of t he land i n this area . On hi s de ath it 

was divided among his many eon9 and daugh t ers , r11os t of whos e 

descendants still l ive on farms given t o them by their 

21 Tri nity County 3t ar, l'.arch 31 , 1905 . 

22 Ibid. 
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father . The Reverend J . A. Vaughn, a Baptist minister, who 

early settled i n this neighborhood, had a great influence 

upon its people . Mi th the decline ot Sebastopol, Chita 

becW!,e an important village . 23 

In its early history t he re were founded throughout the 

county several unimportant settlen,ents which later wer e 

absorbed by or consolid ated with one of the towns which have 

been mentioned, or have disappeared with the development of 

the lumbering industry. In this gr oup is Brush Prai r ie , 

whi ch was settled by Carter Brent in 1866 . Another one was 

New Prospect, a Car!lp meeting site f r om 1865 to 1880 . A 

school established here in the last years ot the ninet e enth 

century was called Thornton, because the majority of the 

school popula tion bore that name . Whit Boone migrated t o 

the county about 18?6 nnd settled on Caney Creek in a farm

ing district which was called Boonetown . As early as 18?8 , 

H. C. ~illican, a Uethodist minister, established a well 

known camp meeting site tour mi les south of Trinity . Uncle 

Billy 3kains was regarded as the founder of the Skains' Lake 

settleoent, the early home also of , illiam Middlet on , who 

mo ved from Sumpter . The large lake tor which the pla ce was 

named was ideal tor fishing and became a very popular re sort 

tor the anglers . 24 

23 Personal Interview, w. A. Parker , Tr init y, Tex~s . 

24 Trinity County Star, ~~ arch 31 , 1905 . 
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AB late as 1880 the moat i mportant resources of Trinity 

County were unknown to t he outside world . Even its inhabi 

tants considered the vast pine forests more of a liability 

than en asset. Small quantities of lumber had been out by 

sawmills or the portable t ype, but none had been shipped 

to other sections of the state and nation . Yet t he close 

or the period under review represents the end or one era 

and the beginning or anoth r. The history or the lumber 

industry , however, will be r eserved tor a later chapter. 



CRAPl'ER IV 

SOCIAL ·o CLLTURil LIFE 

lit e in Trinity County has not been made up entirely 

or wor k , har dsh i ps , lawlessness, and wrangles . Friendli

ness , hospitality, and sociability are traits which have 

see!!led indigenous t o the county . The early settlers, as a 

rule , came t o stay; and as their children grew up and mar

ried they took up residence in the neighborhood where they 

were r eared. Thus so~ething approaching patriarchal 

relations was establ ished . There was but little foreign 

in.migration or any kind into the count y . Indeed, the 

inhabitants are mostly pure or Anglo- American stook . 

The first homes in the county were almost a s crude as 

the tepees and huts of t he Indians scattered along t he 

Alaba:na , Kickapoo , and Tant abogue Creoks. In fact, the 

first tamiliea frou the st at e of Alaba,na occupied Indian 

hovels unt il they had time to cletir and fenoe lund for 

their farms. Cther migr ants lived i n their covered wagons 

while clearing the land and waking the first crops. The 

ma Jori ty, however, i mmediately set t o wor k erecting perma

nent abodes of pine poles from whi ch the bark had been 

taken. These poles, about eight inches in diameter, were 

notched to tit as closely together as possible . The re

s ulting cracks were filled with mud . A root was made of 



clapboards, wh ile t he floor ~as native dirt . In each house 

t wo or three snall openings were made for wi ndows and an

other l arger one for the door . 3hutters were contr ived by 

splitting logs into boa rds . The size or a resid ence de 

pended upon the nuuber in the family and their 1ndustr1 oua 

traits . House s were enlarged as the family increased or 

beca::.e wore prosperous . After 1857 , when a small port able 

3aTJID111 was set up near the center or t he county on one of 

t he best roads, ho~es in the form of fr WT.e buildings rapidly 

oupplanted tho log cabi ns, which thEin ,.,ere used for barns , 
1 

cribs, or smokehouses. 

ThE sa."l:e gener _l p l an was used for nearly all homes 

constr ~cted during the period from 185 7 to 1861 . Ther e 

were two l 11 r ge r 0or~ aepa.r t1ted by a. ide hall , while a cross 

the front and r ear were long galleries . The gall ery in the 

r ear was enclosed with pl anks, forming t wo S!'lie.11 rooms , one 

or which served as t he kitchen while the other one was known 

as the boys' room. There usuall y wer o four glass windows i n 

each front room, but for the back rooms wooden shutt er s were 

used . Cn one side or the house, usually t he north , was a 

chiffiney made of mud and moss . Such vines as t he Vir g i nia 

creeper, honeysuckle, woodbine , cypress, and mor ning- glory 

grew luxuriantly on the por ches and ar ound t he windows, 

while i n t he spacioua yar d wer e f ound many variet ie s ot 

1 Crocket , Two Centur ies in East Texas, p . 111. 



flowers and shrubs. ~djoining the yard wns a garden patch 

in v:hi ch bear,s, pumpkins, turnips, and u few other vege 

tables were grown. Between the yard and the barns was a 

well, walled in with rocks; or perhaps a spring which had 

been deepened and r ocked in to give the necessary supply 
2 

ot water. 

34 

For the fr ontiersmen in Trinity County the variety ot 

food was truly limited; but that whi ch was lacking in quality 

was mad e up in quantity. A meal usually consisted of an 

abundance of dried venison dipped in wild honey. T be 

venison was sometimes cooked while fresh to vary the menu . 

Flour,when available, was an expensive luxury. Trading 

boats came up both the Trinity and Neches Rivers; but few 

f amilies had money to buy anything more than coffee, to 

bacco, and snuff, which were considered absolutely indis 

pensable. Corn, wh ich was scarce, was ground into meal 
3 

wi t h hand mills. 

These frontier dietary conditions did not long prevail, 

tor t hese new-comers were hard wor ke rs and looked ahead . 

3oon they began to ship pelts of the wi ld animals to elistern 

markets and in exchange acquire breadstutt and other commodi 

ties whi ch they could not obtain in this new state . They 

added milk , butter, cheese, and a ,uore palatable meat t o 

2 Personal Interview, 11 . A. Holly, Penningt on, Texas . 

3 D. H. Ham ilton, History of Company ~ , p . 68. 
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their diet by taming the local semi -wild animals. A greater 

variety of fresh vege tables was provided when the settlers 

learned to plant seeds in both the spring and autumn. They 

began to cure meet by dipping in a solution of salt and 

s~oking it f or several days over a fire made of hickory 

logs. The process of pickling the flesh of animals resulted 

in a more savory taste . ~iild grapes and berries were con

verted into preserves , jellies , and varied beverages, which 

added zest to the ffieals . The care of poultry produ ced 

large flocks of chickens, turkeys, geese, ducks, and pigeons . 

3ugar cane added syrup and sugar to the food supplies. Fi

nally, grist mills be came as common as the corn fields, s o 
4 meal was eas y to obtain. 

Clothing consisted 1..1ainly or homespun cloth and buck

skin when the first colonist s fro m Alabama settled in Trinit y 

County. Most of the settlers owned a spinning- wheel and a 

loom for making cloth, since calico cost fifty cents a yard . 

Some of the people made shoes out of the hides or the cat 

tle. ?.'ost of t he::n , howev~r, went barefoot . The women and 

girls spun yarn whi ch they used in kni tting glov~s and 

socks . Coon skins sufficed f or cap s , deer hides ruade dur

able jackets, while beor skins serv~d as over- breeches . 

AB wlth t he homes and the rood, pros perity was evidenced 

by raore elaborate clothing . In the last halt ot the century 

4 Personal Interview, H. A. Holly, Pennington, Texas. 
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homespun dresses and shirts we re replaced wi th those fash

ioned out ot Georgi a stripes . Jear.s was bought for trousers 

and Jackets; calico was in great der.;and as a dress fabric; 

and men's c~ps ~ud hat3 were made or a heavy rough woolen 

cloth. The re we re no sewing ~achines . 

dter 1 380 the leg o•c~tton sleeve3, the hooped skirts, 

and the lliany ruffled petticoats we re considered necessi t i es . 

Mi lady's wardrobe included several brooches and breast - pins, 

at least one pair cf ebrrin gs , two Lra celets, many tuck i ng 

co~bs, a bright colored poke bonnet or two, numerous hand 

kerchiefs, &nd a pair or hiLh-heeled punps with shining 

buckles . The skirts wore floor-length oxcept in the back , 

whe re an extra six ore ght inche~ was added. The majority 

or the maidens , however , were les~ copioualy suppl ied wi t h 

wearing 8pparel . The; had to be content with three or 

four dresses of Georg13 stripes for everyday wear, a cal ico 

dress for 3pe cial oc casi 1::>ns , coarse heavy shoes for wor k , 

regular shoes for s~clal affairs, a fuscinotor for the head 

when the weather v;as cola, and a poke bonnet for spring and 

summer . The only change the season made in stylos wa s one 

in colors . L,ark colors we re uoe<l r or winter, ond light 

shades for sUII1L1er . 5 

The furniture of the poorer classes of the hardy f r on

tiersmen in Trinity County w&s made with such toola as that 

5 Personal Interview, H. A. Holly, Penningt on, Texas . 
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early day furnished from the timber of the vast for ests . It 

was neit her extensive in amount, nor was it ornat e in the 

style of workmans hip; for the needs of the people were sim

ple . The f urniture of a cabin usually consisted of a table, 

a bedstead or t wo, a tr .dle bed, a few chairs, and a large 

storage box. The matt r ess es were made or cloth woven in 

the home and filled with feat hers plucked fr om geese , 

chickens, and other fowls, or or moss . Cn the front gal l ery 

or many homes was a long towel whi ch hung f rom a wooden 

roller fastened to the wall. ,iell out or reach of t he chil

dren was a soa l l oblong mirror which hung securely f r om a 

nail. tnder the mirror was a s mall shelf on whi ch a comb 

wa s kept . Other pieces of furniture whi ch wer e used by 

e a ch me~ber o f the f BI:l il~ and visitors as well, were the 

red cedar water bucket ~nd s mall wash pan kept on the front 

gallery water s helf . The common drinking cup was a long-
6 

handled gourd called a dipper . 

The pioneers who settled Trinity Count y were, as a 

r ule, a strong , healthy, robust gr oup . Even the women and 

children s howed gre at r t sistance to the common ailments of 

ma laria, Jaundice , typhoid, pneumonia, and dysent e r y . Snake 

bites and stings of many insect s were daily occurrences. 

The few doctors in the county were too busy farming to de

vote much time to curing the ills of the people . Then, too, 

6 Trinity County News, October? , 1g27. 
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hours and even days often passed before the physi cian could 

spru:. t he distance between himself and his patients. So 

each family depended largely on its oYm medi cine chest, 

whi ch cont ained a large bottle of quinine, plenty of cap

sules, s ome calo~el, blue ~ass , Dover 's powders, asat'etida, 

and an assortment of pills. Bleeding was a co:;Jnon cure for 

r:-;ei:y e i ents . Vkri ous tees and a great variety of poul

t1 ces were mad e fr o~ wild plants because of their ~edlcinal 
7 value . 

The first church built in Trinity Count y was located 

at Pine Springs in 1852, with Reverend Janos .:311.:mons, a 

Baptist minister , as pastor . Gibson Hardin, who served at 

8 3t.rpter as early as 1854 , was the first 1'.ethodlst minister. 

AB settleoents vere nade throughout the fU"ea other churches 

were orgar.ized . The usual plan was to erect a small log or 

fra~e bu ilding whi ch was used by all dcno~inatione . There 

.,,ere few ministers in the county before 1860 . No regular 

services , th erefore, were held . uhen s ome circuit ri der or 

mi ssionary came to a community , however , he was gi ven an 

opportunity to preach to all. Protracted meetings lasting 

many weeks fre quently were held under brush arbors on camp 

grounds . People would come from miles in every direction to 

attend the services characterized by impassioned sermons, 

7 Persona 1 Interview , ,/111 Cates , Trinity , Texas . 

8 Trinity County ?Jews , October 1 0 , 1g27. 
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conversions, fervent prayers, calling fo r mo urners, fre

quent shouting, and other ecstatic occurrences . No musi cal 

instru:uent was availsble, but in every congregation there 
9 was at least one who could raise the tune to the hymns . 

According to the census report of 1870, there were nine 

churches within the entire county , four Bapti st, four Metho

dist, and one Christian, wi th a total property evaluation of 

16 ,500. Subsequently, in spite of appal l ing lawlessness, 

church organizations of Baptists, Chr istians, and ~:etho 

dists spread rapidly until there was one of ea ch in every 

town and co!Illllunity . No Presbyterian church wa s fo unded 

until til'ter mill operations were begun in 1882 . 3ince that 

time one has been built in nearly every town. There has 

never been a Catholic nor an Episcopal church wi t hin the 

county. 

The first schools in Tr inity County hardly deserved 

t he name . All or them were one-room log shacks furnished 

with s pl it-log benches . There were no trained teac hers and 

but few books for the pupils . A. Polen , William Hubbard, 

and Gibson Hardin conduct ed a s chool be f ore 1860 at Nogalus, 

Pennington , and Sumpter , respectively . In 1867 there was a 

school of some considerable i mportance condu ct ed at Sumpt er 

by J . P . Stevenson and J .C. Landrum . till before 1886 

little had been done for the education ot the people or the 

9 Personal Int erview , Nill Gates , Trinity, Texas . 
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cour.t • t his t e, for nstance, there were within this 

a.:-e~ eigh t co'.'!Irlur. t y schools whose terms ran three or four 

mo~t~s or tho ye'!..r. As yet there we re no school buildings 

worthy of the nane ~nd teachers were on a parity with the 

b 1.11 ld n-3 3 . 

7he dev~lo~ment of the sawmill industry brought about 

an incre~se in t he sc holastic population, the number or 

schcol3, and the teschers employed . t Millard the lumber 

co~pe~y ~r o vided f o r a school year or nine months as early 

R3 1890 . An independent school district was organized at 

Groveton in 1895 ~nd the next year a commod ious t wo-story 

building Yns erectPd . The school district a t Trinity be

Cru!le nn inde,end ent district in 1898, constructed a four

r oo.11 building, 9Ild requ ired all teachers to bold at least 

a first- ade cert ificate . The firs t county institute, 

organized i n 1899 at Glendale, consisted or fifteen teachers. 

E'J 1905 t he school ryopulati on justified a count y superinten

de~t, who , when ele cte d, organized several consolidated 

3chools in the rural d istricts. Joon many of them , as well 

9.S the independe nt districts, voted bonds for t he erection 

of prcotly needed buildings . Ade quate equipment was pur

ch~sed; 11brttr 1e s were enlarged; and, generally speaking , 
10 the schools .,,ere modernized in every respect . 

The first l iterary so ciety in the county was organized 

10 Re cords in the Office of the Count y Superintendent, 
Trinity Count y . 

/ 
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in 1872 as a part or t he work or Pennington Academy and was 

patronized by the com;nunity at large. Other communities 

soon adopted the id ea. " 1th the 11 tera fe atures were com

bined lectures and debates on temperance and other social 

problems . School entertai~~ents were social functions . The 

frequency of the programs depended upon the ingenuity or the 

teacher, but for a school to close without a final concert 

was out or the que stion. The program consisted of speeches, 

dialogues, songs, music, debates, spelling matches, and, at 

ti !'les, a play. 

In the pioneer days of Trinity County the people had 

but few cor.mercialized amu se~ents; but the frontiersmen were 

resourceful enough to devise their own. One of the 1i.os t 

interesting pasti~es was horse racing . The settlers loved 

horses and they wanted sports with plenty of action; so a 

combination of the two easily became a popular recreation. 

As late as 1880 a big horse race was the great event of the 

year . Crowds were drawn from a radius or many miles . There 

were no seats, no grand stand, nor any of the equipment now 

usually considered es3ential to a race track . All the prepa

ration required was to step off the various distances and 

mark them with a stone or a post . Sometimes wires were 

stretched on either side or the track to prevent the crowd~ 

from surging out in the way of the horses . Betting was uni -
11 versal, s ince few people f ound anything morally wr ong with it. 

11 Personal Interview, John Standley, Hunt s ville, Texas . 

/ 
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Contcr-.por o::.-y v. b the hc•r3c rece , .. os the don ce. In 

the case of the latter, people also experienced wuch antici 

pation , mad e elabor ate prep atior.s, tind traveled lo~ dis 

t ances. The big dances, or balls as they we re called, took 

place on the -.ost popular holidays , and in t he homes of the 

:nost pr osperous f~1rmer s . People cwr,e on t.or sebaok, in 

buggies, ~nd wagons . It was necessary for the buests to 

arrive early in order to cet t he ho rse3 watered and fed, 

attend to ttei r toilets, atd eat supper . After the supper 

t he house was cleared of furniture wi t h the exception of 

s eats around tee wells . TherP. were n0 ver chairs enough, 

but the deficiency ,:as rr.9de up by laying boards across 

chairs and boxes. The fiddlers spent so~e time tuning up . 

When all w~s re~dy the caller took his pl ac e and summoned 

the guests to prepare for t he first set. The primary pre

re quisites fer a cal ler were a pair of strong lungs, a 

sense of rhyt ~ , and enough leadership and personality to 

get the crowd to enter into the spirit of the dance . The 

floor wa s occupied by four or five set s of cotillions, 

quadrilles, re~ls, or other popular dances . As the exhi la

rating st r a ins or some llvely tune , punctuated by the 

prompter's calls -- "3olute your partners," "Gentlemen to the 

right," "Sashay all, " "Do- si - do , " and "Swing corne r s , " 

filled the room, every r~ce would glow with happy excitement 

of the dance which continued until daybreak . 

Eventually the popular dances were gener ally supplanted 
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by parties . These were strictly community aff airs he ld in 

private homes. Practically ever yone was invited . ~arly in 

the evening the crowd gathered . ln preparation , the bed

stead had been taken out of the front r oom, which was filled 

with chairs, boxes, benches , and trunks, on which the guests 

sat . 3omebody would start a gaoe of "snap," which oft en 

proved to be the only activity throughout the entir e even

ing . Cccasional l y, a candy-breaking, a candy-pulling, or 

an ice cre ar:i sup per was substituted . 

There ,·.-ere also s pecial features wh ic h were peculiar 

to the rural districts . The far~er and his wi f e turned the 

extraordinar y activities of the t ar ffi into occasions for 

soci a l gat heri ngs a nd f e stivities . The neighbors were in

vited t o contribut e t heir strength and s kill to ward fin ish

ing the special work to be done and at'terward t o share in 

sport and feasting . Logrolling is a fair example of t hos e 

gatherings . Nhen the farllier had a pie ce of ground to be 

cleared, fenced, and made ready for the plow, he would in-

vite all of his friends and neighbors . ed with saws, 

axes, and plows, they would assemble at the appointed time 

and set to wo rk . !.'.eanwhile a great f east was prepared at 

the house by the ladies . Chi cken and dumplings, strong 

coffee, biscuits , ham , ba co n , sausage, and boiled custard 

were served at noon . The day's activi t i e s usually closed 

wit h supper followed by a dance . 

Thia work might be varied for different oc casions, as 
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rail splitti ng, house raising, and cotton chopping ; but the 

general character or the gathering was pretty much the 

s e.::::ie . The qu ilting bee was al so a favorite social event. 

An enterprising housewife would p iece several uilts from 

the scraps or good s left over from her year 's sewing , card 

the cotton, procure the linings , ge t out t he quilting frames, 

prepare a big dinne r, and invite the neighbor women in to 

hel p with the quilting . The res ponse was gener ous. The 

prospe cts of a good dinner and t he opp ortunity t o visi t and 

gossi p all day had a powerful appeal . The qui lting was 

sometimes COClbined wi t h the out door activities ; or, pe r hap s, 

the men gat hered out-of-doors , or on the gallery , to s moke 

and chew tobacco, or to discuss crops and politics . As the 
12 

afternoon wo r e on, a drive or deer hunt was organized. 

?:otwi t hstand ing th~ t a ct t h1:1t the yo\.,;.ng people of Trinity 

Cou.nty marri ed young , as a rule, the courtships were usually 

long, often having t heir origin in childhood attachments . 

Several weeks in advance of the wedding the engageuient was 

a:.nounced . Then t he necessar y preparations f ollowed. Among 

t he well-to- do t hese took on elabor ate pr oportions . The 

exact date was determined by t he arrival of t he preacher, 

but ,·fednesday was regarded a s t he best day of t he week on 

which to wed. A general invit ation was sent out by word of 

mouth . On the appointed day the guests began arriving hours 

12 Personal Intervi ew , H. A. Holly , Penningt on , Texas. 
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before the tise of the ceremony, which usually o ccurred in 

the late after noon . The wedding usually took place on t he 

front porch of t he home of the bride's parents , f or t he s im

ple reason that the crowd could not be convenient ly a s s em

bled wi thin the house . The ceremony was followed by a 

wedding feast. The guests wer e ser ved in relay s. Jome ten 

or t welve could eat at one time . ,, hen they had f ini s hed, 

the dishes were quickly washed and the tables r eset, and 

s o on until all had eaten . Then came the dan ce which lasted 

until daybreak . The guests were fortunate if they got a 

little ti rr.e to rest before starting to the int'air, or t he 

reception , held t hat afternoon und night at the home of t he 

oom's parents . Here the sup )~r and dan ce of t he pr evious 

night we re repeated . For this the bride r e quired a s e cond

day dress . 

A few nights after the wedding t he char ivar i t ook 

place . This e.t'fair was planned wi t h the ut~ost s e or e cy . On 

the night select ed the friends wo uld gat he r at some des i g

nated place . Ea ch person carr ied a t in pan , a cow bell , a 

plowshare , or something to make a noise . The party would 

leave t heir horses, and other conveyances, at a considerabl e 

distance from the house whe r e t he bride and groom were spend

ing the night and pro ceed t he r es t of t he di stance with 

great stealth. Then after t hey had sur r ounded t he house, 

bedlam would tur n loose . The custom r equi r ed t hat, fol l ow

ing refres hments , the crowd would have a party f or an hour 
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Thus life in Trinity Count y was often gay; but a long 

with the many pleasur es there were al so sorrows . In the 

event of sickness neighbors i .~edlatel y went to help . This 

usual l y meant preparing soup, milk, fruit juice, or brandy 

for the sick individual , or to sit up and nurse the patient. 

In case of death the family's closest f riends remained to 

co ort, cor.sole, and make funeral preparations. The cus

tom was to close the eyes of the a.t'flicted as life expired 

and then to straighten the body . Two or thr~e planks were 

procured, placed on boxes which were set in the f r ont room, 

and covered with a sheet. On this cooling-board the corpse 

was laid . Three or four men went to assist the blacksmith 

in ffiaking the coffin, while the women looked a.t'ter the prepa

ration or the shroud. In the case of ~en and boys, the 

best suit generally was used for burial, but for women and 

girls an entirely new outfit was made . 4ter the dead body 

was fittingly dressed and placed in the casket the cooling

board was removed and the coffin put in its pl&ce . Then 

friends came to view the r eH,ains . A trusted Negro servant 

usually prepared ~eals for the f amily and close friends, and 

laid away ell per sonal belongings of the deceased and other 

articles which would re mind the bereaved f amily of their 

sorrow. :/hen the preacher arrived, a pro cess ion, including 

13 Personal Intervi ew , H. A. Holly, Penningt on, Texas. 
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a agon e 1 the cottin, tollo ed by si ilar vehi cles in 

which~ hers ot the family and close friends rode, moved 

to the ce etery where t he people at the community were ait 

lng . Here a rather long service followed. , en the grave 

was tilled, t he r 1ly and friends returned home to resume 

their daily ut1ne, realizing that regular hard wor k was 

an antidote to their troubles . 14 

14 Ibid . 



CH.API'ER V 

l"Et'D.:3 AND FACT I 0l~S 

The course or the politic al life in Trinity County 

during the period froo 1850 to 1860 ran more evenly than 

that of most counties of the sttlte . For the early times in 

the state this newly organized county made a creditable 

showing. The population increased from two hundred fifty 

to thirty-one hundred . The first few scattered clearings 

had grown to i mproved far ms . The task of making homes had 

kept the inbabit ~nt s busy; th ere was plent y or game for all; 

and land was practically free . The strong ti es of birth 

and former residence in other st a tes were of consider able 

influence in promoting peace and harmony in the new settle-

1:1ents, and ':l sort of kindred spirit pr evailed over the en

tire county. 

The days or prosperi t y and happiness of these people 

came temporarily to an end in 1860, tor the dark day s of 

the Civil ar were opproaching . ,iithin the bounds of 

Trinity County many individualB were opposed to s e ces s ion, 

but when the die was ca3t, this opposition ceased . 3oon 

the best manhood of the county had jotned t he ranks of the 

Confederate a y. 

Dur ing the war Trinity County, beoause of its isol a

tion, became infested wi th a body or desperate criminals . 
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Some of then: were deserters from the arwy, others were n:ur

derers and thieves, while all were organ ized to carry on a 

reign of terror an d crime . Civil laws broke down. The 

count y s heriff, a f aitht'ul officer, whose experien c~ in 

dealing wit h l awlessness woul d under n ormal conditions have 

be en effective, did not have t he cooperation of the best 

citizens. Jelieving t b ~t t he civil l aws were inoper ative 

under t he circwr.st ances, s ome be gan to resort to other 

met hods of r edress. A vi g ilance coillDlittee, comp rising the 

better el e:!ient of t he citi zens, was detern.ined to accomplish 

without l aw what c ould not be done through the orderly pro

cesses. The ro pe was t he only e f fective r emedy and it was 

consta~tly applied • • ~ter s even llien had been suspended 

from trees, other rogues took the hint tha t they were un-
1 welcome citi zens and f l ed from the county . 

At the close of the war, conditions, as in other sec

tions of t he 3outh, bordered on a state or chaos . The 

former slaves became a menace . Political conditions through

out the county were almost unbearable . It appe ared thttt t he 

citizens had no political rights. The freed slaves became 

t he tool of t he carpetbagger and the scalawag for their 

political purposes, while t he whi te man was denied the 

privilege of voting . The first election aft~r the war was 

condu ct ed by a board which administered the laws with a high 

l Trinity County News, Fe bruary 2, 1928 . 



50 

hand . The Iron- clad Oath excluded all ex- Confederate sol

diers fr om voting . Cther self- respecting white men refused 

to participate; and , conse quently, t he carpetbagger, scal a

wag , and Negroes easily gained political dominance . Jo 

many of th~ were candidt1tes for office that there were not 

enough left to serve as judges and clerks of the election . 

Oppressed by ffiilitary rule and other forms of inj usti ce 

through fraudulent transactions, the people beca:!18 disc our 

aged and fe ared t ha t t hey could ne ver regain t he ir politi cal 

r ights . In 1866 three co mp anies or Illinoia Jn!'antry were 

assigned to this county. From the beginning the people 

sensed trouble . The autocratic action3 of the first com

manding officer produced cons tant friction between the sol

diers and the citizens. FortLnately, he was succeeded by 

another who was mo re Judicious, and sought the advi ce or 

the best citizens . -~ter this there was little fllrt~ r 
2 trouble with the soldier s . In civil matters there was 

some mismana geme nt by the elected offi cers . Then the younger 

citizens were urged t o seek electi on to the oN'ices so t hat 

the county might be rid of the carpetba&:er and scalawag 
3 regime . 

The result or misrule in politi cal matter s , the pr es

ence of soldiers, and the autocr atic methods ot those in 

2 Hamilton, History of Company~. pp . 80- 83 . 

3 The 3ent 1nel, l-'. ar ch 16 , 1 867 . 
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charge of the affairs of the county were not calculated to 

have a very ane l iorative effect upon thoae men who had j ust 

returned from years of fi ghting for a lost cause . There 

was a spirit of resent~ent on all sides . The hatred tor 

the Federal soldiers, the Freedman's Bureau, and the Regis

tration and El e ction Board were intense. Consequently, 

there was fr so~e ti~e a reign of lawlessness within the 

county . il!:i os t every ::an went ar.:ned with t wo six- shooter s . 

!'urder WI.i s s o coiillton t ha t people ceased to think of it as 

a cri :..e. !.'. any Negroes v. ere killed. I'roperty wo.s sate only 

under lock an d bar. A band of horse thieves car ried on 

t heir work t hr ough stations where the horses were secreted . 

Atte:npts to execute the law frequently were f r ust rated by 

t10bs ot desperate ffien who preferred to take matters in their 

own ha nds . In Trinity County, too, the Ku Klux Klan \·, a s 

active wit h its secretive work. ,Uthough i t depended more 

upon appealing to the superstitions of the Negr oes t han 

upon t1ct ual violence, t his orgar, 1 zat ion here, as in other 

sections of the country, doubtless did more harm than good . 

Desp it e t he se abnormal conditions, however, some c i t izens 

of the county preferred to obey the laws, and s t ood a t all 

ti ~es f or hi gh ideals . 4 

By 1870 Trinity County, which had passed through t en 

years of misgovernment and lawlessness, fa ced a period of 

4 l.arnilto n , The Hi story of Company !:,, p . 79 . 
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spring up bet ween individuals and f,milics, as well a s 
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azr.0ng ohurc~es end religious bodies. A reeling or distrust, 

envy , aru:. hatred pr evai led. The r e were disputes over bound

ary li~es between rnr~a , regardi ru: the ownershi p or the 

seui - ~ild e.ni~als vn the open range, the exchange ot work, 

and over relutively tri dal tnotte r s . ' et hods used to settle 

tbeae grievar.c~3 1ncludtd ho rsewhippi:ig, tarring and feather

i ng , :;;.wbbing , and shootir.g fro1!l ambush , ~s well as fighti ng 

ot.t in the o;ien . ,h o. et ther of the first t·.-,0 of these 

cour3c3 ,ms used, ond of the last threP. followed . do'Ilen o.nd 

childron ofttrn tvo!-: ;,art in these crimes inspired by hate . 5 

~he s;iirit or animosity, likuwioe, wa3 shown by t he 

religiou3 groups of ~r1n1ty C~~ty , between whi ch alterca

tions · .. ero of ten intense and bitter. Ministers or the Gos 

pel treqt.entl; h~ra33ed ~ud berated the meffiber 3 of al ien 

dono~inetions tor their doctrines and beliefs, and decle..red 

thot their particular re.lths •.ve re the only rneans by whi ch 

ec.trf1nce v;e.s gained into the kingdon. of hesven . Such sermons 

5 AL old settler t~lle th~ s t ory of two nei ghbors who quar
reled because the cows ~t the one broke into the field 
of thE ott.E:r . h~ ram.er' • only son wa~ whipped, 
tarred, and feathered by the cattleman ' s five boys. 
:3con thE;reaftt..r t wo of the l at ter were shot and kil l ed 
fr om a;:1bua h by the owner of the farm. Arter burying 
his t wo sons , the rw:chmen vrent to the home of his 
enemy and shot h1o from the back . .i.s her ra.t he r fe l l 
mortal ly wounded , the fnrner'a daughter pulled the gun 
troT. its r a ck over the front door und boldly shot the 
cuttle;..6.IJ. in th£; head . 



usually produced debates, attended by all the mellibe rs on 

each side, which fre quently ended in bitter di sput es and 

fights . 
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The first significant religious feud in the c ount y 

involved the Pri mitive and the V. issionary Bap t is t s . The 

latter called the f or mer hard - shells tllld foot - washe rs, 

while the Primitives retaliated with such statements a s 

"You save others; why can't you save you r selves?" and 

"Charity begins at home . " ::hen the uethodist Episcopal 

Church was established in the county, the two groups of 

Ba ptists tended t o forget t hei r own disagree~ents and 

aligned theoselves against the new order. The major e.r gu-

oent r el at ed to the rite of baptislli . ,hen the dis ciples, 

or the Christian Church , ent er ed the scene of conflict, the 

Prin. itive Baptists and i.· ethodists withd r ew from t he argu

Qents, le av i ng the Wissionary Bapt ists and Chr istians t o 

fi ght it out . This they did quite vigor ously . 6 

During the period under review, ho~ ever, the most fre 

quent differences of opinion a :::ong t he inh&bitants of Trinity 

County rel a ted to polit i ca l principles. In the absen ce of 

v,ell - def i ned parties the scene of sharp polit ical battles 

turne d upon loca l is s ues , part i cularly the pe rsonal iti e s of 

those seeking public offi ce. In many instances t hese office

seekers displayed a bi tter, mal ignant, and demoniacal zeal. 

6 Personal Interview, the late Charles Willis, Groveton, 
Texas . 
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The intense interest of t he citizens in political questions 

was indicated by the lar ge proportion of eligible voters 

who cast ballot s in county and local elections . Any fac

tion whi ch had a grievance sought re11..edies in politi cal 

action a t the ballot box . The voters, being almost all 

Democrats, showed unusual unanimity in national politics; 

yet t he re were some bitter struggles in national campaigns , 

as the ?:'cr:inley- Bryan pr esidential camp aign, and that of 

Joseph Yeldon Bailey for a place in the ~nited 3tates 3enate . 

ont the gubernat ori al contests which were fiercely fought 

•. :ere those of James S . Hogg , Thomas M. Campbell , and James 

E. Ferguson . 

Usually several week s before t he date for the election 

intense activity began . Both sides of the contest employed 

speakers to carry the per sonali ti es or propositions to t he 

people . In Joint debat es some of the most able men of the 

co unt y were pit ted aeainst each other. The hot , s Wllllle r days 

see~ed ideal for politi cal picni cs, barbecues, and gr aveyard 

wor kings , at wh ic h the contestants , their friends , or both , 

entertained wi t h long and relentless attacks on the oppo

ne nts . Fre~uently these assaul ts were made not only with 

belligerent words but with fisticuffs, while at times six

shooters were brought into pl ay . , hat may have been la cking 

in political a cumen was made up in enthusiasm . Neither 

scorn nor abuse could turn either faction aside . Somet i me s 

political recruits and votes Here gained by more buoyant 
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means , and even by a spirit of reverence . The last was the 

t ool used by the worr.en, who then could not vote . On t he 

day of ele ct ion , a line of hopeful yet grave - faced wor.1en 

c oved silently towards t he c hur ch , where t L. ey spent the 

day in prayer and song . About noon appeared a proce s sion 

of children carrying banne rs upon which ,:ere \,ri tten appro 

priat e ~ottoes or gu iding principles . 7 

Anot he r inevit able friction in Trinity County was a 

r a ci al diffi culty between the ' egroes and the white people . 

Among the whites cliques and clubs were f ormed, principally 

by the young, brazen, and head- strong men, whose purpose 

was to t or,,,ent and frighten the Negr oes . I n a great many 

instances the parents strenuously objected t o their sons ' 

conduct in such matters, but could do little or not hing 

about it . 3chool children , go ing t o and from school , f r e 

quently engaged in brawls and fi ghts wi th the Negro pupils . 

,/hi te men were known to have assaulted Net·r o won.en . L:any 

floggings and murders occurred . Lsually when an individual 

was brought to trial fo r such char ges he was acqui t ted r e 

gar dless of the evidence against him . The Negroes , however, 

were by no means gu i l tless . They were often impudent , in

sulting, and mean . Especiully was this t r ue wnong those 

who had a cqu ired s ume property, or those who we re pa r t whi te . 

Ye t the Negro was always punis hed for his bad deeds , if not 

? Personal Interview , the late 1.rs . Callie Randol ph crow, 
Trinity , Texas . 
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8 
by the laws ot the county, then by mobs nnd individuals . 

As has already been stated, there was a moral break

down in Trinity County during the years following the Civil 

,c' ar. - ro~ then ~nt 11 1880, when, as will be explained , the 

mi ll operations began, there relliained aruong the people of 

the county a large n\ll'lbe r of the former lawless men. These , 

together with so:ne who cane with the mill activities, con

tinued t o ::1aintain a condition ot disorder. ,11 th t he pass

ing years the plight grew worse, until at the close ot the 

century , when there was a reign of lawlessness h'hich was 

appalling . Groveton becwne the center of this disorder, 

wh ile Trinity wa s al~ost as bad . The county was divided 

into t wo groupa --those in favor ot saloons and t ho se opposed 

to them. A long and bitter tight was waged . 

Drunkenness was so cor.amon t httt it was not regttr ded as 

unusual . Laboring ~en quickly spent their meager wages in 

the saloon or gambling den. Poverty was a.cute. At Christ

;:;as time the mer chants bought no toys because t .oc re we re no 

purchasers . Drunken mar auders Hould ride through the st r eets 

at will, tiring their six-shooters prowiscuously . It was 

not unusual ror a drunken desp~rado to ride his horse into 

places or business , or into a saloon and take his drink 

while seated in the saddle. These disturbances bectlllle so 

daring on Saturdays that wo~en and children never appeared 

8 Personal Interview, the late Charles Nillis, Groveton , 
Texns . 
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on the streets on that day, and many of the merchants cl osed 

their stores and went home to reoain in seclusion . 

~any decent people in the county longed to take meas

ures to end such conditions; yet they were inti.Iaidtlted by 

the low element and would not, el ther through fear or for 

business reasons, lift hand or voice toward t hut end . Even 

Captain Bill cDonald, the wel 1 - known Tcx t1s Ranger , who was 

se nt to t he count y to rester~ law and order, was discouraged 

when he said: 

If a whole coillI!lun ity has no use for the law 
and order, it's not ~orthwhile to enfo r ce such 
things . You've got to stand ove r a pla ce like 
these with a gun to :i.ake them behave, and when 
you catch a man, no matter what evidence agsins t 
h , they'll turn hi ~ loose . In Groveton , for i n
stance, when I was tht:re, they had only two law
respecting officers--the district cler k and the 
county attorney, and the county attorney they 
killed . Good citizens .,,ere so cowple t ely in t he 
minority that they were helpless . 

,t'hen the saloons first were voted out in 1900 many 

persons ttdvocttted open defiance of the law and insisted 

that the saloon keepers continue their business . The re

lief eought ln local option had not bten reali zed . Pr oh1-

b tion, in fact, proved to be wor se t han the open saloon . 

The old days returned by way or the bootlegger and di ve

keeper, besides the eight places where intoxicants were 

openly sold. Harsh methods were used to reIDove indi vidual s 

not 1n the favor of the anti - prohibitionist s . Men wal ki ng 

9 Albert Bigelow Paine , Captain :S i ll L'. cDonald , Texas 
Ranger , pp . 265 , 266 . 



along the road in broa d daylight, tor instance, were shot 

from behind . At nightfall the assass in might lie in wait 

by the road-side . If he got the ong ~an by mistake , it 

did not matter, tor it kept hi~ in practice . Sometimes 

the victim was called to the door 8t night and shot down 

in tht:. dark . 
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Thes e ruthless acts, finally, stirred into action a 

few wh o deter~ined to end this lawlessness whatever wight 

be the cost. The plan adopted was one or anarchy . Ten 

men went in a body to one or the saloons, herded the opera

tors i nto a closely guarded rear rooru , and with sledge 

ha'u.'.llers destroyed every b8rrel and bottle of whiskey to be 

round. ?!ailing the doors tast tilld hard, they marched to 

other dives to find them all closed and the keepers gone . 

Nhen this work of destruction was finished , the smal l 
10 

group ot ten men had increased to t wo hundred . 

Four decades have passed and most ot the actors in 

these dramatic episodes have gone to their reward . long 

period of lawlessness was outlawed by a band of l aw- abiding 

citizens acting in an unlawful manner . Fr om t hat day to 

the present Trinity County has been a place whe r e men and 

women can live in peace. 

10 The American l umberman, 3eptember 13, 1908 . 
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RECE?:T HISf0RY 

As has been noted, the vast potential supply of 

building materials induced many of the early settlers to 

make their homes in Trinity County . It v.-as many ye ars, 

however, before the inhabitants realized what boundless 

wealth lay stored up in the splendid forests of long- leat 

and short-leat yellow pines . Cntil the building of the 

railroads into this section the pine timbers had but lit t le 

co:·..mercial value. The prospects of rail connections re

vealed to financiers t he great potentialities of the vi r g i n 

forests of pine trees. It is not remarkable, therefore , 

that capitalists should enter t his field and begin develop

r:-.ents on an extensive scale . ,, 1th t hi s movement the inter

ests of a ereat number of the people in the county, as well 

as others from many parts of the United 3tates, were di 

rected to the lumber industry . Population increased, new 

towns sprang up, and Trinity County began a new er a . 

In 1880 John 1.art in Thompson and henry Tucker, repre

senting the Thomp son-Tucker umber Company of Rusk Count y, 

came to Trinity t o investigate the possibilities for a large 

sawmill . 1 Hi ring horses from the livery s t able of Geor ge 

1 The American Lwnberman , 3eptember 18, 1908. 
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Gibson , they r od e down t he right-or-way or t he 1'. issouri , 

Kansas, and Texas Railroad , about t went y-six miles east of 

Trinity, where t he y purchased a section o f l and from J . T. 
2 Evans at one dol lar an a cre . Benjamin Thompson was sent 

to superintend the construction or a sawruill a t a site 

sale cted called .iillard and t o buy another sect ion of land . 

The heavy m8chinery was s hi pped by r ail t o Lovelady , a small 

ra ilroad t own in hou.s ton County, and the nce transp orted by 

ox tee.n:s . Operations were begun in 1881 with a capacity of 

t welve hundred feet per day . The next year a p laning mill 

was added and new ma c hine r y for a large r sawmill was set 

up near by . At t his ti me , also , Henr y Tucker sold hi s 

interests to J . ewis Thomp son, who becarr.e t he superintendent 

of the new plant and remained so until it closed in 1911 . 

In conne ct ion wi t h the erection of t he mill, a commissary , 

a depot, a post office , a church , and a school were built . 
3 

The mill site t hus be c 8.llie a prosperous commun ity. 

In 1881 the Trinity County umber Comp any, whi ch began 

construction of the Groveton, l ut'kin, a nd Nort hern Railroad, 

bought five sections or l and ar ound Groveton, t wenty miles 

east or Trinity, on the ~issouri, Kans as, and Texas Rail-
4 

r oad t or the purpose of engaging in t he lUIJ.lbering business. 

2 De ed Records , Book B, p . 197. 

3 Personal interview, E. 0 . Kirkland , Trinity , Texas. 

4 Deed Records , Book B, p . 209. 
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L. T. SloBL, or IoHa, who became the first president , di

rect ed the const r ucti on of the mill and a home for himself . 

On the second day of Septe~ber, when the fi r st lumbe r was 

cut, the capacity was one hundred thousand feet daily . 

large amount of the fine finish ing ruateri ti lS used in the 

interior of the present 3tate Capitol wa s sawed and planed 

by this plant, f r o~ 1882 to 1885 . In 1890 , . T . Joyce, a 

Chi cago cap ital ist, bought and enlarged the sawmill, mak ing 

it the largest lumber mill i n the Sout h . t the peak of 

production it had a capacity of three hundred thousand feet 
5 per day on a t wenty-four hour run . 

Simultaneously with the building or the mill began the 

est ablishing of a permanent t own . ltorth or the mill was 

laid of f a ten- acre tra ct or land for the town s ite . .aJor 

" · S. Peters , representing the Trinity and .:3abine Land and 

Rai l way Company, deeded blocks nine and ten to the count y 
6 to be used as a publ ic s quare . The fi r st building e r e cted 

in thi s newly organized town was a shack used by ,l ill i am 

l'agee f or 11 saloon ; the se cond was a r es t aurllll t conducted 

by "Shug" :L:agee and his wi f e, "Aunt A:ollie . " Tom ,·,ortham 

built the fi rst residence . Centrally lo cat ed tind wi t h good 

r a ilroad connections , the village gr ew r apidly and be came a 

t hriving trade center . In 1882 it was 1uad e t he count y 

5 Trinity County Star, Uar ch 31 , 1905. 

6 Deed Records , Book B, p. 22 7. 
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? 
seat, and i :r.medi ately work wss st arted on the erection of 

a courthouse an d jail . . Uthough the scene of much lawless

ness, Groveton has reIUained the seat of justice, and until 

1930 it was an i mportant l u.:.bering center . In 1932 after 

the s urrounding are a had been stripp ed of its timber , mill 

activities cea sed. r urin g the following year th& railroads 

were discar ded . The t own still remains the center of a 

prosperous f al"I:! ing c ommunit y , however, and mb int a ins tine 

churches and g ood schools . 

Pete and ?rank J os s erand, a l so, were wr:ong the first 

to see t he pos s ibilities of the l umber industr y in Trinity 

Count y . In 1882 t hey purchased from ~ - K. McDu.tfy a arr.all 

mill t wo and one-half miles east of Groveton. ,~ter enlarg

ing t he plant, t he Josserand brothers began making heavy 

ship~ents of lumber to many point s west of the Mississippi 

niver. In connection with the mill a co!I!.Il1. issary, a churoh, 

a school, and a post offi ce were established . The t own 

narr.ed Jo3serand reoalned an important community until 1909 , 

when t he great forests surrounding it wer e cut. Then its 

nine hundred i nhabitants moved on to other mill sites to 
8 

find employment . 

Trinity, since the early seventies, as noted pr eviously, 

had been the largest and most i mport ant t own i n the co unty, 

but did not become a lumbering center until 1910, whe n t he 

8 Personal Interview, Louis Jooserand, 1.ouston, Texa s . 
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Tho~pson Brother s Lumbe r Co~ptiny , with hoxie Thompson as 

pr esident, established a sawmill here. A peculiarity of 

Trini t y as a mi ll s ite is the fact t hat the town al ready 

existed pr ior to the advent or t he lumber ind ustry. Also 

the mill has operated continuously sin ce it was built in 

1911 . Be cause or its superior qualities as a l un.bering cen-

ter, the class of For est of Yale University was sent here 

to study i n the spri ng or 1911 . In this locality other 

sources or profit fro m the forest resources have been found, 

as, for exa:nple, the r,,aking of crates, baskets, boxes, and 

tool handles . Trinity has been benefi ted, furthermore, by 

a bottling wo r ks and a clay pr oducts fa ctory whi ch have 

been located here . I t has also be come widely knovm as the 

hone or t he Tri nity Roundup , an annual celebrati on for t he 

early settlers . 

Other mill t owns built in Trinity County, along the 

! issouri, Y.ansas, and Texas Railroad, we re 3aron, Bissel , 

~estville, and Glendale . In each case were es tablished t he 

usual commi s sary , post office, c hurch, school, and rai l way 

st ation , resul t ing in thriving villages with s ome social 

life . Among t he wo r kmen were a number of both whites and 

blacks . 3pe cial arrangements were made f o r the s ucial we l l -
9 

being ot each gr oup . 

Carlisle and Baccus, though not sawmill tcmns , owe 

9 Personal Interview, Lee Dunlap, Trinity, Texas . 
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their axistence to the 1 umborine:; industry . ./hen, in 1900 , 

the Onalaska mill was erected on the line between Polk and 

Trinity Counties, the ·:aco, Beau;nont, Trinity , and :Jabine 

Railroad was extended as tar as ivingaton to gi ve t he new 

~111 shipping facilities . Carlisle and Baccus her e creat ed 

as logging stations . ,'i hen the lumber business dec l ined s o 

did these stations . These two villages, however , have con-
10 tinued to exist as centers of agricultural coiillllunities . 

During the period or the mill industry in Tr inity Count y 

agriculture had been neglected . Fine f o.rns had gr own up in 

brambles. The county denuded of its fo r ests fa ced a seri 

ous proble.r: as many destitute inhabitant s ,·,ere without em

ployment • .early in the twentieth century the laree and 

profitable busi nes s of l wUbering was on the wane , and t hen 

arose the problem of what to do with thousands of a cres of 

cut - over timber land . A change or conditions was inevitabl e . 

The: places where once at ood towns throbbing with l i fe , send 

ing t heir products or l umber to all par t s of the Uni t ed 

States 8nd European countries, were wast e l ands. 

The first attempt to solve these pr obleills was made at 

Glendale, a mill site which clo s ed in 1896 . The idea of 

bringing in a number of f a.cr.ilies fron t he Nort h to try their 

agricultural methods on t hese cut -ove r t imbe r l ands was pr o

pos ed; and a col ony of people f r om Hi ssour i and I l linoi s 

10 Personal I nt erview , H. I . Phill ips, Car l isle , Texas . 
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were induced to undertake the task . The first group , con

sisting of ten people , arrived September 10, 189? , and at 

once began the work of repairing homes and preparing t he 

soil . ?our reonths luter the nU!.lber of people had mrn to 

:-.ore t han t hree hundred . They reopened tho sawmill to get 

t he needed s upplies t o r epair homes und churches, to bui ld 

fences, and to make crates and boxes . The Glendal e Or chard 

Co:.pany was organized with a capital of · 50 , 000 and ruore 

t l. w1 a thous ~nd a cres of land wore planted in peach, pl wn , 

and other fruit trees . The venture did no t provt:i success

ful ; the orchards could not withstand t he col d winters and 

the dry su.rumers . So in 1910 f o r t he second t ime this com-
11 

munity becan~ waste land . 

The idea of using the cut-over timber lands for ugr i 

cu ltural purposes also led t o t hb founding of Helmic. Those 

who undertook th13 work sele cted the fertile lauds whioh 

wer e well dr ained by the Elm and Alabama Cr eeks . Dairying 

was o princi pal industry , yet some beef cattle were raised 

eLd hoes an d sheep w~re produced for the c a r ket. A l a r ge

scale poultry bus 1ne3s was introduced. 3ugar c tllle , f eed , 

fruits , and vegetables became the staple crops, while less 

E1ttention was given to corn and cotton . ,{1th the erection 

of stores , schools , and chur ches, the community be came one 
12 of the suc cessful farming cent e r s of the county . 

11 Personal Intervi ew , Frank Gray , Trinity , Texas. 

12 Personal Interv iew , J . A. Collins, llelmio, Texas . 
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Other communities resulting trom the at tempt t o t urn 

the waste lands into farms were ~'rete, Crecy, Friday , and 

~oodlake . Crete was located on the bot t om lands ot Piney 

Creek, Crecy a tew miles farther northeast, and Friday on 

the banks of ~hite Oak Creek . In each ot t hese settlements 

corfortable far~ ho~es were built and the peop l e turned to 

tte raisine of fruits, tomatoes, sugar cane, teed , and truck 

produce . The cut-over lands re admirably suit ed to a 

gre~t vAriety of live stock . He refords and Brahmas re 

pl~ce1 the native scrub stock, and pure bred poultry and 

hogs were introduced , indicative ot good llving . 13 

Of this group of agricultural centers .V oodltlke was an 

outstanding experiment . .•rs. Helen Y. err Thompson had re 

ceived by deed fron he r husband , J . Lewis Thomp son, the 
. 

twelve thousand acres of cut - over land surrounding the 

mill site at ~illRrd . Her e s he planned to build a mod e l 

agricultural and stock t arm wh ich wo uld prove to the peop l e 

of the county that an appli cation ot intelligent wor k would 

turn waste timber lAnde int o fertile fields . Her fi rst 

step we e to stock the land wi th a pure breed of Hereford 

cattle . Then, operating on the pri nci ple t hat poor land 

cannot be made to pay for the time and expense of cultiva

tion, she put the land in proper condition by the use of 

fertilizers and the ~r owt h ot leguminous plants. he also 

13 Trinity County News, Octobe r 15 , 1927. 
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followed the practice of crop rotati on wi th a crop for every 

month of the year . Her poultry b~slncss was the l argest in 

all Texas . Then with the cooperation or oth~r farmers , she 

tried t he to~ato lnd~dtry as a mer e experiment. As a result 

'! r1n1ty Count beca:r.e a t omato- £r owing cent~r. In an at

te::npt to encour ge t lte youths a...uong her tenant population 

to deeds of activity . she cl.lowed each child over fift een 

yecr3 or :igc t he ~rivlle~e or c~ltiveting o~~ acr~ of cot 

ton . 14 t rs . Tho~p3o n's efforts h~ve pr oduced one or the 

xost beeutirul faris ln E&st Texas . 

In order to open s£ct1oas or fine f -lng lanJs in 

Tri nit ;, :;ou.nt; to settler:.ent. and to g ive thEi1;i &.n outlet 

to the zarkets , go od ro ads were r.ecessary . In 1S25 , there

fore , c. b.::ina 1 ss"ue or ~57?, 000 was vot ed by the peoplti and 

the constructions or three highways was begun . ny 1 ~36 

tate t ighway 94 extended aoros3 the county i n a r.ort heast 

southwe8t direction, 3t at e Highway 106 crossed Highway 94 

approxi ~~tely ~t right ungl&s near tho center of th6 county, 

w~1le 3tate r. tghway 45 served the we ster n portions. 

In 1~3:5 thr(Je Ci vllian Conservati on Cor ps cai..tpe ~, ere 

established ovor the county e.nd th~ Texus Forest 3ervice was 

made r esponsible for pl ann i ng and guid ing t h& work projects 

or. fore s t conservation. The 'l'ri nl t y County u:nber Company 

of Groveton and the Texas ong Leet Lwr,ber Compan~ of Trinity 

14 Personal Interview, 1' r s . Hel en Kerr Thompson, 11oodlake, 
Tex11e . 
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co6perated i n p rovidi ng finbncial assistance i n the det e c

tion and s ~ppress ion of forest fi r es on their land . The 

enrollees of t he se ca;r.p s also 'No r ke d on need~d i.Iiprove u1ents, 

s~c h as erecti r.g S£veral lookout towers, stretching miles of 

t elephone lines, ar.d constructing tire- tr uck roads and 
15 bridges . The · orks rrojecto ,'dministr11tion , since 1936, 

hus been re spor.sit l e tor ~any new s chool build in~s , espe oially 

in tho r ~r ol districts, a new po2t of f ice, and s o~e other 
16 

n~ceasan· public build ings. loodl~ke bE::cfil"le, in 1934, a 

leder al c:xpe ... ~ent in pla:::i::cd colon zation '-'1. t h home s fo r 

abo tone hundrod familie3 . These projects have alRo enabled 

ti lt:1r0e r.ui:. er ot r.e:1 cr.d wc~en of th£ count y to s Acure work , 

aon:e of hot.. had been \.r.err,p loyed e ince the dE:: cline in the 

lu:r.ber ind ... .str ' . 

Dur ing th e luat ~3ne rat1on several organization9 have 

been uctivo in ho ~aterial develo ment of Trinity Count y . 

In this 11st :ire the 4_-Il Clubs, an o g~ zat i on of farm boys 

ruid girl:.J thruugh hich the farr:1 youths h"lve been encour aged 

t o develop the highest type of f3rm l ife . 1'he Future Farmers 

of . ..-neri ca hnvo i~api red mu ch activity and p rogress both in 

agriculture end llve - stnok product ion . One of the best indi

catlona of a grow ng 1nt ere9t ln farr:i ;:, r ogr9m deivelopment is 

t o be r ound in the or ganization of a co pe r a tive fqrm program 

15 T~xas 'l'orust .11:: vice , Circular umbo r Q. , 1940. 

lt5 Works t'rojects Administration , l::lulletin f.Q.r. 1940. 
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to foster diversification and balance cr ops. In this , spe

cial emphasis is given to home orchards, gardens, dairies, 

cows, bogs, poultry, and smal l acreage of tomatoes . 

The ¼!;ricultural Adjustn.ent Administration, since 1936 , 

bas done mu ch t o raise fa income to a level wore equitable 

wit h non- far.!l inco 1.;,e, t o conserve soil resources, and t o 

provide funds, so that tbt farmer is relieved of the vai n 

atte~pt to get sufficient ~oney to operate frOlil year to 

year . 17 By buyiO£ hundreds of acres of land wher e valuabl e 

trees for~erly flourished and turning them into the Davy 

Crockett National Forest , the Federal goverIW1ent recently 

sponsored an intelligent and progressi ve campaign of r e 

forestation in the southeastern part of the count y . Tr ees 

or value are protected, seedlings are planted as needed, 

and forest fires are combatted . The Forwar d Tr init y Valley 

Associ~tion has proposed a chemurgic pr ogr am to br oaden the 

field or farming by bringing agriculture tilld industry into 

closer co~peration through science and resear ch . 18 

Such is the history of Trinity Count y . In s ome r es

pects it has not been a s tory of progr ess, but in fa cing 

courageously the many obstacles which have been confront ing 

it, its people have successfully over c ome many barr ier s . 

17 Agri cultur r l 1..djus t ment Administ r at ion , Bullet in for 
1940 . -

18 Chemurgic Program for 1941 by Victor il . Scoff elmeyer. 
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Still to ~any people the te Trinity County cor rectly con-

notes pine trees and sandy land, .,osqui toes and malaria-

a section of the state where it is easy to make a living 

but hard to make a fortune . 
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