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‘westbound drivers from seeing
the wv?omo?:m train but said
the warning signals should have
' been enough to prevent drivers
from trying to cross.

Gentry was among the first

people to reach the wrecked
vehicle after the collision and

said it appeared that Mrs. Ho-
gan died instantly.

“When I got to the oE. Mr.
Smith was still alive but 5 the
time I radioed for a fire depart-
‘ment rescue team and returned
to the car, he appeared to have
died,” the police chief said.

“When 1 got to the car Mr.
Smith was still alive but by the
time 1 radioed for a  fire

department rescue team and
returned to the car, he appeared
to have died,” the police chief
said.

‘The Union Pacific train’s
engineer, F.J. Koritta IV, 40, of
Kingsville was not reported as
injured in the mishap.

The train consisted of 88 cars
and three locomotives and took
2,300 feet from the point of im-

pact to stop.

Gentry said the lead locomo-

tive halted just 43 feet north of

the Caroline Street (Highway
94) crossing, blocking that road
as well as the crossings at
Madison Street and Brantley

Street.

The three crossings were shut
down for over two hours while
the investigation by Gentry as
well as Union Pacific officials
was being conducted. During
that time, railroad personnel

also inspected the train to make

sure it was safe to proceed.

“The only crossings in town
that were open during the inves-
tigation were the Third Street
and Tatum  Street crossings,”
Gentry added.

Funeral services for Mrs. Ho-
gan and Smith were held at 11
am. Monday at the Waller-
Thornton = Funeral Home in
Trinity.
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Train, car wreck claims two lives in Irinity

TRINITY - A 77-year-old

Trinity woman and her 62-year-
old brother were killed last
week when the car in which

they were riding was struck by a

Union Pacific railroad engine.
Ruby Lois Hogan and her
brother, Charles Edward Smith,
both of Dunaway Lane in Trin-
ity, were pronounced dead at
the scene of the mishap by Pet.
3 Justice of the Peace Bobby
Nicholds. (A
According to Trinity Police

Chief Lynn Gentry, the mishap
occurred at about 9 a.m. Thurs-
day, July 6, at the Brantley
Street railroad cross in southern
Trinity. 8 ,

_Gentry said that the crossing
arms were down, warning lights
were flashing and a bell was
ringing to signal the approach of
the train. |

“Witnesses said that at least
two cars drove around the cross-

ing arms before Mrs. Hogan

tried to follow them,” Gentry

said. “Unfortunately, she was

not as lucky as the previous two
drivers.”

Because the 2003 Buick
driven by Mrs. Hogan was trav-
eling west, the northbound train
struck the driver’s side almost
in the middle of the vehicle.

The chief noted that railroad
cars parked on a side track to
the south of the Brantley Street
crossing would have prevented
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Funeral services for Charles
Edward Smith, 62, were held at
11:00 a.m., Monday, July 10,
2006 at- Waller-Thornton
Funeral Home Chapel with
Reverend Leroy = Brown
officiating. Interment followed
in the Taylor Cemetery, Trinity
County. ‘

Mr. Smith was bom on

September 18, 1943 in Trinity,
Texas to James Edward and
Lois Annie - Marie Blackman
Smith and passed away
- Thursday, July 6, 2006 in
Trinity, Texas. He served his
country in the United States
Navy aboard: the USS
Bennington after serving the
tour Charles transferred to the
Naval reserve until 1969. He
worked in the construction
ety - -

He was preceded in death by
sisters Evelyn Rowe, Annie
Alice Walker, Patsy Jean Smith,
and Ruby Lois Hogan. '

Survivors include his three
children; brother James Ray
Smith; sister Helen Benson and
husband Bostick; numerous
nieces and nephews and other
relatives also survive.

Pallbearers were Alvin Helm
Benson, David Benson, Bostick
Benson, Bo Aulvs, Al Jenkins,
and Don Smith. :

- Waller-Thornton in-charge of
arrangements.




