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- Groveton Senior dies in two
vehicle a acczdent Saturday

GROVETON A Groveton |
High School Senior was one of
three people killed in two separate
accidents thathappened Friday and
Saturday of this past week.

A Trinity woman who survived
a brutal March 29 knife attack was
also one of the three accident vic-
tims.

Debeney Renee Kron, 18, of
Trinity was killed in a one-car
mishap early Friday morning at
the intersection of FM 3188 and
U.S. Highway 94 near Trinity. |

Amerial Martinez, 18, of
Groveton and his cousin, Kelvin
Mooten, 20, of Crockett died
shortly before midnight Saturday
in a two-vehicle crash on U.S.
Highway 287 near Pennington.

Accordingto DPS Trooper Kelly

Wilkison of Trinity, Kron is be-
lieved to have died around 1:30
a.m. Friday when the car in which

she wasriding crashed intoapond,
located 75-100 feet from the "T"

Amerial Martinez
GHS Senior
intersection of FM 3188 and U.S.
94,
Wilkison said the exact time of
the mishap had not been deter-
mined early this week because

none of the other four occupants
of the vehicle immediately re-
ported the accident.

Law enforcement officers were
not notified about the crash until
4:30 a.m. .

Wilkison said his investigation
indicates a 1997 Chrysler Sebring
convertible was traveling north on
FM 3188 at "a very high rate of
speed” when it reached the inter-
section with U.S. 94.

"The carblew past the stop sign,
jumped the ditch and ran through
a barbwire fence," Wilkison said.

In addition, the convertible
snapped two six-inch diameter
wooden posts and a one-inch metal
post which marked a pipeline.

The Chrysler continued 75 to
100 feetacrossan open field, crash-
mgmtothepond The vehiclecame
to rest in between 3-4 feet of wa-
ter.

Wilkison said he believes Kron
was ejected from the back seat of
the car as it crashed into the water.
Her body was found 20-25 feet

from the vehlcle face down in the
pond. e

She was proﬂounced dead at the
scene by Pct. 3 Justice of the Peace

Bobby Nicholds.

~ Although: the results of autopsy
are still pending, preliminary re-
ports indicate Kron died as the
result of drowning.

Graveside funeral services for
Kron were held at 3 p.m. Tues-
day, April 22, atthe Antioch Cem-
etery in Houston County.

Following the accident, the
driver and three other passengers
left the scene. As of Monday,
only two had been identified, in-
cluding a 16-year-old girl and

Tigran Simmons, 18, of Trlmty

The juvenile sustained minor
injuries and was treated and re-
leased from East Texas Medical
Center - Trinity. Simmons was
taken by ambulance to a Tyler
hospital but has smce been re-
leased.

The investigation into the mis-
hap was continuing this week.

Less than three weeks before
her death, Kron was injured in a
brutal knife attack that resulted in
the death of two others.

In what has been classified as a
murder-suicide, Xron's common-
law husband, Wayne Hodge, 34,
attacked Kron, cutting her face
and neck with a knife. When
Kron's friend, Shelia Denise
Hasty, 19, ran to a telephone to
call for help, Hodge reportedly
halted his attack on Kron in order
to pursue Hasty.

When Hodge broke off his at-
tack to chase Hasty, Kron told

ofﬁc@rs she drove herself =

East Texas Medical Center- Trm—
ity to seek help. -

Hasty was subsequently pro—
nounced dead after suffering mas-
sive cuts to her throat. Following
the attacks, Hodge is believed to
havereturned to his home on West -
Main Street.

Within minutes of the attack on
Kron and Hasty, police were
summond to Hodge's resident af-
ter a gunshot was heard. Hodge
was subsequently found lying on
his bathroom floor with a single
gunshot wound to his head.
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The above head-on accident just before midnight Saturday on U.S.
thelive of Groveton High School Senior Amerial Martinez and his cous
Both were trapped in the burning Chevrolet Corsica.

~McBay and Beatrice Tims of Orange,

=

287 near Pennington claimed
in Kelvin Mooten of Crockett.
Two occupants in the Lincoln Town Car, Birt
Texas were transported to-a Crockett Hospital by Groveton

Ambulance and then on to Tyler. Both are in stable condition. DPS Trooper Dougl Page stated that

Martinez was trying to pass another vehicle when he slamme

Groveton Senior killed
near Pennington
The other fatal traffic mishap
occurred at 11:53 p.m. Saturday
on U.S. 287 near Pennington.
According to DPS Trooper
Doug Page of Groveton, Amerial

Martinez was driving a 1994
Chevrolet Corsica north on U.S.
287 whenhe apparently attempted
to pass another vehicle.

While passing, the Corsica
slammed head-on into a
southbound 1986 Lincoln Town
Car driven by Birt McBay, 50, of
Orange.

Martinez and his passenger,
Mooten, were trapped in the
Corsica when it caught fire. Both
were subsequently pronounced

‘dead at the scene by Pct. 4 JP Ollie
Blair.

~ McBay and his passenger,
| Beatrice Tims, 45, also of Orange,
‘were severely injured and trans-
ported to East Texas Medical Cen-
ter - Crockett. Both were trans-
ferred to a Tyler hospital and were
reported to be in stable condition
early this week.

Martinez, a senior at Groveton
High School, was scheduled to
graduate June 7. Ameriel played
defensive lineinan and was a
standout on special teams for
Groveton's varsity football team.
Healsoparticipated in other sports.

"He was an outstanding football
player and a much better person,"
said Groveton High School foot-
ball coach Bob Wager. "He was
the type of person that was an
absolute joy to coach - always a
smile on his face, dlways a great
attitude." Amerial had transferred
to GHS from Crockett for his se-

nior year.

Martinez, a senior at Groveton
High School, was scheduled to
graduate June 7. He was a member
of the Groveton football team and
participated in a number of other
sports forthe school. He had trans-
ferred to GHS from Crockett for
his senior year.

d head-on into the Lincoln.

His father, Curtis Creag, is a
pressman for The Houston County
Courier, which is owned by the
same company which publishes
both the Groveton News and Trin-
ity Standard.

Funeral services for Martinez
and Mooten are scheduled for 1
p-m. Saturday at St. Luke Bap-
tist Church in Crockett.




