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PILOT DIES
T0 PREVENT
MANY DYING

Seville, Fla—A navy pilot.
on June 2 forced tho crew of a dis-
integrating jot bomber to para- !
chute to safety and then guided
the aircraft safely past homes|
and a schoolhouse to his death.

The heroic pilot whose name
was at first withheld by Sanford!
Naval Air Station, where the
plane was stationed, pending no-
tification of kin, was identified
a8 Lt. Cmdr. Robert W. Ramey,
34, who lived with his wife and;
two children at Sanford. His par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Gles Ramey,
live in Trinity, Texas.

From the appearance of the
cockpit of ‘the plane and the pi-
lot's body, he never attempted to
jump but fought the controls tn-
il he crashed.

All of the aircraft left with him
at the last was the cockpit and
the nose wheel.

Parachuting to safety were
Aviation Technician First Class
Daniel N. Gerbis, 30, who lives
with his wife and two children at
2702 Magnolia Ave., Sanford, and
Aviation Ordnanceman First Class
Raymond M. Hite Jr, 34, who
lves with his wife and three
children at 127 Laurel Drive,
Sanford.
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Both survivors sustained minor
injuries from the jump when
their helmets and oxygen masks
| were ripped off One of the sur-
vivors said they were at 42,000
fect when fuel fumes filled the
cockpit and they wero traveling
several hundred miles an hour
when the pilot literally ~ejected
them as the plane pummeted
straight toward the ground.

Miraculously, no one was re-
ported from the wreckage that!
scattered over an area of several
miles in and around this commun-
ity, 30 miles north of DeLand.
| Four small framo houses were
set afire when what was apparent-
ily a fuel tank crashed into the
home of Mrs. Maggle Matthews.
Sho was visiting next door with
Sheridan F. Danks, retired rail-
rond man, and his wife. The fire
quickly leveled the two homes, but
blazes were extinguished at two
nearby houses also near the spot
where the major part of the
fuselage plowed into the earth.

The cockpit with the dead pilot
crashed several hundred fect
away. The two jet engines hurtled
onward and Into the ground near
Bunnell Highway.

A wing sliced off the wall of o
'64-year-old Negro church several!
hundred feet in another direction.
Large and small pieces of wreck-
age were also scattered on the.
west side of U.S, Hwy 17

Thero wore reports of cxplo-
sions but the navy said the plane
carried no ammunition or bombs.
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